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Shining Through 
By B. L. B. 


‘THAT better life whose glory hue, 
By thee but faintly seen, 

Seemed e’en to fade from out thy view 

_ Like sunset’s golden sheen, 

Shall yet be thine; thou didst but see 
The dawning, dim discerned, 

Of coming day which holds for thee 
Vast beauty yet unlearned. 

The outline only did appear, 
The whole thou dost not see ; 

The babe just born is childhood’s morn 
Of manhood yet to be. 

Some day thow’lt reach yon peak afar, 
Scarce seen through cloud-storm rent, 

God doth not mock ; his answers are 
As sure as promise sent. 








The Word in China 


Jesus Christ wants China to enter into his New 
Covenant of Life. And he is working mightily to bring 
this to pass. He has won many in thatland eternally 
unto himself ; and he seems to have laid it upon their 
hearts to let him, through them, find entrance into 
the heart of the empire by way of the royal family. 
For some time past the Chinese Christians have been 
giving money to prepare four copies of the New Tes- 
tament : one for the Emperor, one for the Empress 
Dowager, one for the Prince Regent, and one for the 
latter's Consort. When the volumes were ready Mr. 
Yu, a Presbyterian pastor from Shanghai, brought 
them to Peking, and the Christians in those parts 
had a chance to see them. They were bound in sil- 
ver and heavily embossed, on one side with dragons 
and other symbols of imperial power, and on the other 
side with Christian symbols, such as the Good Shep- 
herd, the True Vine, and the like. The Foreign 
Office promised to undertake the task of presentation, 
as it concerned aforeign religion. The Prince Regent 
was consulted in advance, and, he having expressed his 
consent, the Testaments were presented on January 9, 
I91I, accompanied by fervent prayers from multitudes 
of Christians. --A- carefully. worded- document and 


several explanatory volumes accompanied the Testa- 
ments. And now it is a question of the faith of the 
people of Christ throughout the world, whether these 
records of our Lord's Néw Covenant are to be used by 
the Holy Spirit to bring China’s court into the court 
of the Kingdom of Heaven. If Christ's disciples 
throughout the world do their full part in prayer of 
unswerving, unquestioning faith for that opening of the 
words of God that giveth light, then the light will 
break in the palace of the world’s greatest empire, and 
no man dares limit or imagine the result. Let us pray 
for China’ s royal family and God's work in their midst. 


x 
God’s Love, or Our Reason ? 


God's best gifts to us are never won by reasoning 
them out. To try to attain to them in that way is to 
lose them. Mystery runs throughout the Bible, espe- 
cially in its recording of God's best message, the gos- 
pel of life in Christ. And it takes faith, not intellect, 
to accept the mysteries of God’s love. ‘* Mysteries in 
religion,’’ said Cardinal Newman, ‘‘ are measured by 
the proud according to their own comprehension, by 
the humble according to the power of God ; the 
humble glorify God for them, the proud exalt them- 
selves against them.’' Not my understanding, but 
God's pewer, determines and measures his love and 
service for me. May my petty understanding never 
block the way to. the working of his lavish love in my 


life ! 
ya 


Our Riches Always Increasing 

Any life that does not find every day noticeably 
richer in its experience of Christ and His joys is fall- 
ing short in privilege and obligation. This standard 
of living may seem hopelessly beyond us, or even un- 


reasonable ; but why should it? If the best, keenest, 
most glorious experiences that we have ever had of 
our Lord cannot be daily increased for us, then we 
must admit either that we have exhausted Christ's re- 
sources, we have sounded him to his depths, or that 
we are not drawing upon him as we should. Why 
should we not have at least as exalted an opinion of 
our Lord and Life as the scientist has of what he calls 
the natural world, when he presses on in confidence 
that it always contains more for him to discover than 
he ever has discovered or ever can? Christ's riches 
are inexhaustible. His love, which we are privileged 
to know, passeth knowledge: we can always keep on 
knowing more of it, yet finding more of it still beyond 
us. So it is simply a question of our seeking and re- 
ceiving ; knowing this, that the more of Christ we re- 
ceive, the more we shall want to receive, and the more 
we shall be enabled to receive. 


sx 
Never Over-Crowded 


Our circumstances never determine our condition ; 
but what we do with themdoes. Said a business man 
of the heavy pressure of a certain day's work, as he 
explained why he knew he was not quite up to par in 
the handling of it: ‘I don’t mind deing crowded, but 
I don't like to fee/ crowded.’’ We can stand all the 
crowding that can be piled on to us if we let our Bur- 
den-Bearer take all the pressure upon Himself. Then 
we shall have none of the feeling of over-pressure that 
always blocks one’s highest usefulness. Our Master 
never feels crowded as he takes upon his own shoulders 
the heavy end of the yoke of the whole world. Tobe 
fairly overwhelmed with ‘‘crushing'’ circumstances 
while we are Christ's yoke-fellows is to find the 
heaviest and hardest things that can ever come to us 
only a part of the light burden that He guarantees. 


Tides and Tugs 


S ONE thinks of all the stranded vessels which 
are the everyday experience of our shipping, 
one falls to reflecting on the fact that most of 

them get afloat again, and to inquiring what it was 
that mainly set them free. Thousands of them had 
to have a tug sent especially to their assistance ; but 
by far the greater number of them simply waited for 
the tides which came around them so quietly and 
softly, and just lifted them, so that they were once 
more free of their native element. The tugs came 
puffing 1p, attached their hawsers, and showed that 
they meant business and had brought relief. The 
strain and pull and force with which they set to work 
were a welcome and assuring fact to those in charge 
of the vessels that had gotten into the shallows. But 
the tide which liberated most of them came up with- 
out giving any special evidence of a wish to be help- 
ful, and not seeming to care very much about the 
ships anyway, but just incidentally set them gently 
aswing, so that one hardly knew that anything was 
being done especially for him. 

And this sets us to thinking about what it is, after 
all, that helps us the most. Is it something just 
specially and directly adapted to what our own cir- 
cumstances and our own particular plight and need 
demand, or is the thing which helps us most the same 
thing which will help the most others? People 
are very particular to have something done that is 
specially adapted to their own special nature and 
temperament. To each man his own need seems 
something so peculiar and invividual that it demands 
a special providence fashioned and sent forth solely 
in view of his own,emergency. His prayers for many 
years are very definite and very nafrow. He is en- 
grossed with his own case. These general providences 
and provisions which are made for all seem to be too 


-and selfish than right in church. 


vague and slow and indirect. They may doubtless do 
much good ; but what he wants is something designed 
just for him. He is not much interested in these 
great general beneficences which bless everybody, 
and he cannot feel much enthusiasm for them. They 
seem diluted and weak and lacking in pungency and 
point. God's steady action seems wholesale and im- 
personal to him ; he is a little surer of God's love 
when he finds some tiny benefaction which pleases 
himself for a passing mood. 

Perhaps people are never apt to be more narrow 
You hear them 
afterward speaking of the sermon. One is all in 
raptures about it just because a single word showed 
recognition of some little need he never felt until that 
morning. Another grumbles because he went there 
expecting the preacher would say something just 
nicely adjusted to the special fret or care which has 
filled his whole being for as much as forty-eight 
hours. But some sanctified souls rejoice in the ex- 
perience of the whole hour because somehow in it 
they caught a wider view of God’s whole purpose and 
kingdom, and in the sweep of that great vista it seemed 
to them that their own passing necessity was sure to 
be taken care of if that kingdom could be advanced a 
little more,,; Two pulpit prayers were once spoken of 
by a worshiper. In one it was evident that the min- 
ister had deeply at heart the interests of each member 
of his parish and all the little groups in it. But it 
did not go beyond just praying for his own parish. 
In another, with kindly and affectionate interest the 
minister bore his own congregation before.the throne 
of grace, and then, leaving them, went on to pray for 
great and holy purposes which stretched out far beyond 
that congregation. And when he was done the wor- 
shiper felt his own needs were better cared for by the 
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prayer which lifted not only his, but all wide human 
interests, up where they were bathed in heaven. His 
cares seemed to float away from him, though not 
much was said definitely about them, Many a parish 
has been withered and stunted by its minister caring 
too precisely for its individual needs, and never allow- 
ing his people to catch sight of those vast and buoy- 
ant interests of God's kingdom which do more to meet 
our private necessities than all our direct effort to that 
end. 

And we abuse and often entirely desert the Scrip- 
tures just because we have chiefly looked into them 
to find some verse which should act as a tug to get us 
out of some one of the shallows of our experience, and 
cannot find anything that is quite accurately suited to 
us. It all seems so general. It does not seem to 
specify our case, Well, let our case go for a little. 
Read into the Scriptures and find out what they are 
dealing with, and it is amazing how after a while 
_. things that seem not to have you in mind particularly 

will just slowly and softly come around your life as 
the tide does around the ship, and you are lifted into 
a new freedom and flexibility. Life opens to you 
again, Be sure that the thing which will help you 
most is the thing which has helped the most people 
already. And just as the great sun shining toward 
you from across the water seems to send its track 
straight to your feet and to focus right there, and just 
as it seems the same to thousands of others standing 
at other and remote points by the shore, so at length 
those great words of Life which at first seem -to be so 
wide and general will be seen to make straight for you. 

In our Father's great goodness it is hard for him to 
help just one life. Not but that he loves to help one 
life, but by the same stroke with which he does it he 
loves to help a host of others, Wordsworth in his 
early life was ever looking for the strange, rare flavors 

‘ of experience which nobody had ever tasted before. 
He thought it was his fevered search for such things 
that was going to make his life richer than others, 
‘Then at last he found that the pleasures which had 
the most taste and relish were the ‘‘joys in widest 
commonalty spread,’’ and that ‘‘ pleasure was spread 
through the earth in stray gifts to be claimed by who- 
ever shall find.'’ It was when he ceased asking about 
what there was specially for him that his life began to 
fill to overflowing. 

All we ask, most of us, in our prayers, is something 
that will just barely meet our own situation, What 
God wishes to give is something that will do a great 
deal more than that. He would overmeet it. All we 
ask for is just barely power enough to conquer some 
difficulty or temptation. What he designs is to make 
us more than conquerors. And there are needs which 
are real and pressing with each one of us, but which 
cannot be filled until life is better allaround us. The 
truest praying we ever do, and the most definite and 
explicit as well, is when we pray more and more that 
His kingdom shall come ; for when it comes it cannot 
fail to come to us as well as to all the others. 
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The Testament League and Pockets 
When a great movement for Christ begins to 
sweep souls into the Kingdom and to revolutionize 
life even for those who are already in the Kingdom, 
Satan can be counted on to fight it. Such a move- 
ment is the Pocket Testament League. Personal 
evangelism has made great strides forward since the 
world-wide, aggressive power of this movement began 
to be felt only three years ago. The miraculous story 
of its work has been told in these columns during the 
past winter. Membership in the League consists of 
pledging oneself to the life-habit of two simple things: 
to read at least a chapter in the Bible each day, and 
to carry a Testament or Bible with you wherever you 
go. The entering upon these two habits has been 
used of God for the producing of results in lives, 
saved and unsaved, that are astounding and blessed. 
And it surprises most people to find how ready many 
are to accept gratefully the privilege of these life- 
habits. 
But now arises the question of women’s pockets, or 
lack of pockets, and what they shall do about it. 
A Massachusetts reader writes : 


We have an earnest superintendent and earnest assistants. 
I have brought up the matter of ‘‘The Pocket Testament 
League."' Questions arise. It is difficult for ladies to carry 
even their handkerchiefs when going intc society sometimes. 
I cannot even carry my spectacles. Is the promise to carry it 
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always, or does ‘*to make it a rule to carry it’’ excuse one 
from carrying it half a day, perhaps, at a time ? 

One man says his pockets are now so full as to be burden- 
some. He is a carpenter, and his rule, his papers, his pencils, 
and many other necessary things tire him. 

I have not enrolled myself, but I have had made a black 
silk bag, and worn it a few days. 


Enthusiastic testimony to the propagating power of 
the Word is given by a Pennsylvania reader : 


The League is catching our town and spreading like wildfire, 
but the ladies and girls are having trouble with the pocket 

uestion, so I have been requested to ask ‘The Sunday 1 
‘limes how this problem has been solved in other places. 


Characteristic Canadian zeal is shown in a letter of 
inquiry and determination from an Ontario woman : 


It may seem a simple thing to men, and almost an absurd 
excuse for women and girls to say we cannot carry a Testa- 
ment always with us because we have no pockets, but never- 
theless I see a real difficulty right here for girls, especially who 
are attending school. Yet the movement has appealed won- 
derfully to me, and I have decided to become an active mem- 
ber (pocket or no pocket) ; and if some lady who is a member 
and has been able to overcome this difficulty will give us a 
hint what to say to girls who do really find it a problem, I 
think it would help some of us to get members. 

‘ I cong Nag daughter of thirteen, and I am hoping I can get 
er to join. 

I non certainly speak to our Sunday-school superintendent 
and pastor, and try to get this League introduced in our school. 


A warm weather phase of the pocket question for 
girls is brought up by a New Jersey worker : 


I have organized a branch of the Pocket Testament League 
at North End Mission, of which I am superintendent. ‘The 
bovs, young men, and men have joined very well, but the girls 
and ladies are hesitating. Quite a number of them would like 
to join, but they do not see how they can carry the ‘lestament 
when the weather is warmer and they do not wear coats. 


It is rather a striking fact that the first Pocket Tes- 
tament Leagne was started by a young girl in High 
School, of a wealthy family, and grew to have a mem- 
bership of sixty girls. This founder was Helen Cad- 
bury, a daughter of Richard Cadbury, the well-known 
Christian philanthropist of Birmingham, England. 
When Miss Cadbury later became Mrs. Charles M. 
Alexander, she did not find that fact any reason for 
giving up the principles of her school-girl pocket Tes- 
tament league! On the question of pockets Mrs. 
Alexander writes : 

A great many questions have been asked by the women and 
girls who join the Pocket ‘l'estament League as to suggestions 
for carrying the Testament about with them. 

It is easy enough for men and boys, who have many pock- 
ets, but for us who are women no one suggestion is of much 
use, and it must be a matter of individual arrangement. 

The old motto is true, ‘‘Wheré there’s a will, there's a 
way," and all who care enough to join the League can contrive 
some means vA carrying the Testament. 

If you are in the habit of carrying a tiny hand-bag for your 
handkerchief and other small necessities, it is easy to slip ina 
‘Testament with them; but it is not much use unless you are in 
the habit of having the bag with you all day long! In other 
cases a pocket must be arranged for somewhere. 

Some have thought it may be sufficient to slip it into a coat 
or jacket pocket, but this arrangement only provides for out- 
of-doors. 

It is very often-possible to arrange for a pocket to be made 
in the skirt of one's dress, or a small hanging pocket may be 
worn specially made to fit the ‘Testament, either of material to 
match the costume, or of leather, or silk, or of silver, accord- 
ing to taste and means. If this is not practicable, and the 
material of the dress too light to carry the weight of a pocket, 
I have found it convenient to make a patch-pocket on my 
underskirt, and perhaps of all other contrivances I use this last 
most of all. Orin place of the patch-pocket, a small envelope- 
shaped linen pocket can be made separately, and can be 
pinned to the underskirt by a couple of safety-pins. 

Out of these various suggestions I hope you will be able to 
find something useful, unless you have a better way yourself. 

Mrs. C. M. ALEXANDER. 


If any girl or women readers of the Times have dis- 
covered still other ways of carrying their Testaments 
conveniently, the Editor would like to hear from them, 
for the benefit of all. But Mrs. Alexander would seem 
to have suggested enough feasible ways to help out 
any one who:is as much in earnest about this matter 
of the Kingdom as most women are about the attract- 
iveness of their clothes. It is a blessing to this world 
that the women of Christendom are so habitually careful 
and painstaking in details of dress and personal appear- 
ance. It is often a part of genuine godliness to be so. 
But it would seem to be a safe assertion to make that 
no weman whose sole purpose in life is to live Christ, 
and who is consumed with zeal to be used by him for 
the advancement of his Kingdom, will let herself be 
prevented from sharing in such a conspicuously blessed 
form of service as this by a difficulty of detail in dress 
which other well-dressed women have solved. 

No one who has not tested it in personal practise 


‘knows the comfort and blessing of having the Word 


of God adwvays athand. It is amazing how constantly 
and unexpectedly the blessing of it crops out. The 
only safe way to avoid missing such a blessing is 
never to be without the Word, —ntfost certainly not for 
half a day, nor even for half an hour, in one’s waking 
moments. That is the principle of the Pocket Testa- 
ment League. It is no longer an experiment ; it is in 
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successful practise literally around the world. And 
women are not going to be cheated of this blessing 
simply because they are women. That might do in 
pagan China or India, but riot in Christendom. 


oy leafiet of information as to the how to start it 
a Sunday-school, with prices Pocket League 
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Dealing with an Agnostic Brother 

There is a heartache in some letters of inquiry 
that come from distressed seekers after light ; and in 
none more so than when the eternal life of a loved 
one is at stake. Such a letter comes from an Illinois 
woman : 


What attitude should a sister take in correspondence with a 
brother who has become an avowed ——_ and persists in 
writing letters denouncing organized Christianity and endeav- 
oring to convert her to his belief? Her maintenance of her 
faith in Jesus as her Saviour was treated with scorn ; her effort 
to convince him of the reason for her belief merely led to 
further argument and diatribe ; her final appeal to leave her 
religion alone as something too-sacred for attack resulted in 
anger and alienation. Be too far separated from him to 
show her love except through letters, what can she do, outside 
of prayer, to bri im to Christ? ‘This is a case of twenty 

ears’ standing. with no diminution, apparently, of his ardor 
for the ‘‘ new religion.”’ 

Can you recommend any publication showing the fallacy of 
the line of argument followed by Herbert Spencer,. Elbert 
Hubbard, and other writers who claim to have discovered in 
science s§mething superior to Christianity ? 

She can get close to this brother by absolutely 
avoiding the subject of religion in her letters’ to him. 
She can win his confidence in her by showing her 
confidence in him. She can speak heartily and ap- 
preciatively tc him of things in him that are worthy 
of her enthusiasm. She can write cheery, newsy 
letters about subjects in which she knows he will be 
interested, and about which there is no disagreement 
between them. She can make it absolutely impossi- 
ble for him to oppose or take exception to anything 
she says,—unless he should protest against her good 
opinion of him. All this she can do, and ought to 
do. For it will bring them on to common ground ; 
it will stop the pulling apart and enable them to draw 
together ; it will disarm his antagonism and convince 
him of her real love for him just as he is ; it will show 
him that she loves him not merely because he has a 
soul, but because he ‘is what he is, a man and her 
brother. ‘ 

In the meantime, and always, she can pray in ab- 
solute confidence for her brother's salvation. Let her 
read the 4th paragraph in the Illustration Round- 
Table in this issue, page 255, for the sort of faith that 
God can use; and then let her exercise that faith. 
Any less faith than that is confessed uncertainty as to 
whether God is to be trusted to keep his word. For 
it is God’s will that this brother should be saved. 
Therefore she can ask in faith, in Christ’s name, for 
his salvation. And God has promised that such a 
prayer will be granted, if the life of the one who prays 
is really surrendered to God. This being so, she 
need never doubt the outcome. ‘‘ What she can do, 
outside of prayer,’’ is unimportant as compared with 
what God can do in answer to her prayer. 

The New Testament is the best book that the Editor 
knows of, to show the ‘fallacy of those who oppose 
Christianity. The reading of any other books is not 
likely to amount to much in convincing a man who 
has set himself against Christ. But all the opposi- 
tion that all the powers of man and Satan, earth and 
hell, can muster in this brother's life will break down 
in helpless, defeated impotence if the love and faith of 
Christ are poured out into the brother's life through 
the sister, during her remaining years on. earth, in pa- 
tient, undisturbed confidence that God cannot fail, 
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From a Veteran Pastor’s Prayers 


Almighty God, our Father ; and thou, Lord Jesus Christ, 
our Redeemer and Comrade ; thou also, Spirit of God, dwell- 
ing within us and working righteousness, truth, and beauty all 
around us: We worship thee. We rejoice in thee. Thy gifts 
are manifold and unceasing. ... But how needy we still are,— 
so dependent, frail, and erring ! It seems easier to go wrong 
than right. Father, thou knowest: thou knowest the downward 
pull of unsanctified passion, the pressure of unkindly circum- 
stance, the strain $f unsatisfied longing, the lure of forbidden 
things, the fierce clamors.of our restless hearts. Into the midst 
of this dire confusion, so fraught with pain and pregnant with 
peril, and into the midst of our perplexities{and unrest, enter 
thou, Lord Jesus, with healing and recreating power. Lay thine 
hand on our hot hearts. Touch the springs of our better na- 
ture. Quicken us to generous ambition, holy resolve, high 
hope, and a quiet heart. Renew our ardor for the best things. 
The things we want we would have from thee as thou mayest 
appoint, not snatched from fate by greedy haste ; or, if thou 
wilt, we would rather surrender them for better things in thy 
gift. Turn our faces to thee, for wholesome and lasting sat- 
isfaction. 
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LESSON FOR JUNE II (2 Chron. 30) 


HE celebration of the Passover as recorded in the 
Book of Chronicles is one of the most important 
events in the eventful reign of Hezekiah. In 


order to comprehend this it is necessary to take a 


bird’ s-eye view of the time of Hezekiah, and to con- 
sider the general tendencies of that age. hee 
One of the great issues which were successfully 
fought out in the time of Hezekiah may be ‘char- 
acterized as assimilation versus isolation. It was 
the question whether Israel was to be séwi/ar to the 
other peoples, merely a unit in the assembly of 
nations, or whether it was to be an iso/ated people, 
distinguished and separated in its ideals and practises 
from the rest of the world. * That Israel was a chosen 
people, superior to all other nations, was. flattering 
enough to recommend itself to every member of ‘the 


‘house of Israel.. But the character and’the content 


of this superiority or supremacy was a subject of 
violent dissension. 
always judge by analogies, saw this supremacy 
in political and material pre-eminence. The spir- 
itual leaders of. the people, above all, the prophets, 
believed, on the other hand, in the spiritual or re- 
ligious character of Israel’s supremacy, and they 


‘fought the illusion, ridiculous as well as danger- 


ous, of Israel's political superiority over the other 
nations, with prophetic persistence. For as long as 
the great empires of antiquity kept beyond Is- 
rael’'s political’ horizon. that. illusion could, with 
some stretch of imagination and self-delusion, be 
kept alive. But with the appearance of the As- 
syrian colossus on the scene, the illusion of Israel's 
political pre-eminence was displayed in all its hol- 
lowness ; and a terrible disappointment, cutting the 
very life thread of the people, was bound to follow. 
Ephraim, which to the very last moment clung to this 
dangerous illusion, finally lost the vivifying belief in 
Jewish supremacy altogether, and was ready to yield 
up its national identity and to assimilate with the 
other nations. Judah was threatened by the same 
fate. But at this juncture—it was in the time of 
Hezekiah—Isaiah arose and promulgated the great 
doctrine of ‘She’ ar Yashub, ‘*The Remnant shall re- 
turn,’’ the idea that Israel's superiority was not po- 
litical or material, and did not depend on the size of 
its population and the extent of its territory. ‘The 
remnant shall return, even the remnant of Jacob, 
unto the mighty God. For though thy people, Israel, 
be as the sand of the sea, yet a remnant of them shall 
1eturn’’ (Isa. 10: 21, 22), and, ‘*though a tenth be 
left in it, it shall be consumed once again ; as*a 
teil tree and as an oak, whose stock is left in them 
when they cast off their leaves, so shall the holy seed 
be the stock thereof’’ (Isa. 6 : 13). 

Long and violent was the struggle between these 
two opposing tendencies. The destruction of Samaria 
in 722 was a brilliant though bloody vindication of the 
prophetic theory. Isaiah lent it the power of his elo- 
quence and personality. Hezekiah, who was a docile 
pupil of Isaiah, put itinto practise. His reign was, with 
the exception of a few backslidings, one great attempt 
to realize the prophetic ideal of the Holy Remnant 
who, keeping away from politics, lived for the higher 
ideals of the Jewish people. 


Was Israel Many or One ? 

Yet another great issue was brought to a peaceful 
olose in the reign of Hezekiah. This issue may be 
designated by the formula centralization versus decen- 
tralization. The idea of a Chosen People, which 
already in its patriarchs was chosen to be God's peo- 
ple on earth, necessarily implies the unity of Israel. 
The prophets could not but disregard and oppose the 
differences of tribe and clan. To them Israel was one, 
as his God was one. And as they recognized but 
one people, so did they recognize but one religious 
and political center: the temple at Jerusalem and 
the dynasty of David. The division of the kingdom 
did not exist for them. The Mosaic law addresses it- 
self to the nation and knows of no-tribes. Joshua, 
though an Ephraimite, is the head of the whole 
nation. Shiloh was to be the central sanctuary of the 
whole nation. Deborah rises asa ‘‘ mother in Israel’’ 
to unite the tribes for the avenging of Israel. Samuel, 
reared in the national atmosphere of Shiloh, breaks up 
the separation of Ephraim by transferring the political 


The masses of the people, who - 
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What Hezekiah’s Passover Meant to 


~- ~~=By Professor Israel Friedlaender, Ph.D. 


Was Israel to be assimilated -by the other nations, 
. or isolated 2? Was she to lead politically, or spirit- 
ually ? Was she to be divided or united? These 
were the great questions of the day in Old Testa- 
ment times; and their significance is discussed here 
by a well known young Jewish scholar, of the Jewish 
Theological Seminary of America. 








center of gravity to the south, to Benjamin and subse- 
quently to Judah. The prophets who live after the divi- 
sion of the kingdom continue to uphold the ideal of a 


‘united Israel, Amos, though a peasant in Judea, is 
‘ commanded to leave his flock and to go to Bethel to 
admonish his northern brethren, 


Hosea, though a 
resident of the north, speaks affectionately of the 
time when even the children of Israel ‘‘shall seek 
the Lord their God, and David their king’’ (3: 5). 
To Isaiah, the contemporary of Hezekiah, the whole 
existence of the Ephraimites is an anomaly which 
must soon take an end. His doctrine of the invio- 
lability of Zion is the climax of this prophetic tendency 
of centralization. ‘‘ For out-of Jerusalem shali go forth 
a remnant, and they that escape out of Mount Zion"’ 
(37 :32; 2 Kings 31: 19). ‘« For out of Zion shall go 
forth the Law, and the Word of the Lord from Jerusa- 
lem’ (2 : 3). 
A Triumph for the Prophets 

Against this centralizing tendency of Jewish proph- 
ecy were arrayed the masses of the people who fondly 
clung to their tribal traditions and peculiarities. 
This particularism, visible already in the time 
of Moses, dominates the whole period of the 
Judges. Shiloh, which was to be the religious center 
of the nation, is disregarded and yields its authority to 
the tribal sanctuaries. Particularly intense is the 
conflict between the North and the South and its 
most prominent representatives Ephraim and Judah. 
Haughty Ephraim, who claimed to be ‘‘the Prince of 
his brethren’’ (Gen. 49 : 26; Deut. 33 : 16), looked 
down with infinite disdain upon insignificant Judah. 
In the face of the Philistine danger which threatened 
the whole nation with destruction, the people united 
under the leadership of the South. But the union 
was merely temporary, and the old contrast continued 
in full vigor. ‘‘We have no part in David, neither 
have we_ inheritance in the Son of Jesse ; every man 
to his tents, O Israel’’ (2 Sam. 20:1; 1 Kings 12: 
16) becomes the war cry of the North, It is stifled by 
the power of David and the splendor of Solomon, but 
is raised successfully under the weak Rehoboam. The 
development of Judah and Israel after the unfortunate 
division is like that of two separate nations. The city 


of Jerusalem, which was to be the national capital, and - 


the temple of Jerusalem, which was to be the national 
sanctuary, was a menace to tribal independence and 
was a thorn in the flesh of the citizens of the North. 
It was therefore the first concern of Jeroboam to coun- 
teract this centralizing power of Jerusalem by erecting 
various sanctuaries for the various tribes. The haughty 
drunkards of Ephraim despised the house of David 
and the temple of Jerusalem, and they remained 
proud to the last, till the crown of pride of Ephraim, 
to use the language of Isaiah (28 : 1, 2), was in a 
tempest of hail and in a destroying storm cast down 
to the earth and trodden under foot. The destruction 
of Samaria, during the reign of Hezekiah, was the tri- 


umph of the great ideal of centralization proclaimed - 


by the prophets. 

On this historic background the celebration of the 
Great Passover by Hezekiah stands out in bold relief 
and assumes a unique significance. 

To my mind the significance of the celebration does 
not lie in its form nor in the change of the date on 
which it took place, but in the fact that for the first 
time since the division of the kingdom the proud citi- 
zens of the North appear on the soil of Zion in order 
to do homage to the house of David and to the temple 
of Jerusalem, 

The event must have taken place shortly after the 
destruction of Samaria in 722, which marked the sixth 
year of Hezekiah's reign. Hezekiah, a faithful disci- 
ple of Isaiah, regarded it as his life task to carry into 
reality the ideal of his master. He dispelled the 


* 251 





the Nation 





phantom of political superiority, and, discarding pol- 
itics and diplomacy, devoted himself heart and soul 
to the organization and centralization of the Holy Rem- 
nant on the soil of Zion. This idea of a Remnant 
assumed immediate reality now that Judah, after. the 
destruction of Samaria, had in itself become a ‘‘ rem- 
nant of Israel.’ Hezekiah as the king of the Rem- 
nant was again the king of the whole nation. Now 
that the mighty Assyrian had humbled the pride of 
Ephraim, there was a hope of uniting the whole 
house of Israel and of restoring once more the author- 
ity of the Davidic house and of the holy temple as 
political and spiritual centers for the whole nation. 
This effort found expression in the attempt to unite 
the North and the South in the common celebration of 
Passover, the great national festival. 

Hezekiah then issued a call which was this time 
addressed not only to the Judzans, but to Ephraim 
and Manasseh as well (v. 1). The call was sent all 
over the territory of united Israel. In order to insure 
the presence of the Israelites, he sent messengers with 
letters (v. 6) who ‘‘ passed from city to city through 
the country of Ephraim and Manasseh, even unto 
Zebulun.’’ This detail is important, for it minutely 
coincides with the fact reported independently in the 
Bible (2 Kings 15 : 29) that already twelve years pre- 
viously (in 734) Tiglath-pileser, the king of Assyria, 
had invaded the northern territory of Israel and had 
taken ‘‘Ijon, and Abel-beth-maachah, and Janoah, 
and Kedesh, and Hazor, and Gilead, and Galilee, a// 
the land of Naphtali; and carried them captive 
to Assyria.’’ The messengers therefore stopped at 
the border of Naphtali. As for the rest of the north- 
ern population, we know from the inscriptions of Sar- 
gon, the destroyer of Samaria, that in the beginning 
only 27,290 people were exiled from Samaria, and that 
the number of those left behind was large enough to 
justify even the appointment of a governor over them. 

As for the contents of the letters sent by Hezekiah, 
they are fully in accord with the historical situation 
as sketched above. Hezekiah calls upon the north- 
ern tribes to submit to the inevitable, to give up their 
political ambitions, to realize that they are but a rem- 
nant, to remembér the God of Abraham, Isaac, and 
Jacob, who is the God of the whole nation, and_to 
acknowledge the authority of the temple of Jerusalem 
which they had so long resisted. ‘+ Ye children of 
Israel, turn again unto the Lord God of Abraham, 
Isaac, and Israel, and he will return to the remnant 
of you... . And be ye not like your fathers, and like 
your brethren which trespassed against the Lord God 
of their fathers. ... Now be ye not stiffnecked as your 
fathers were, but yield yourselves unto the Lord, and 
enter his sanctuary which he hath sanctified forever"’ 
(vs. 6-8). 


Samaria Lost, Israel Saved 

The reception with which the messengers of the 
Judzan king met was not a hearty one. Too deeply 
rooted was the pride of Ephraim. ‘They laughed 
them to scorn, and mocked them"’ (v. 10). Yet, the 
call of Hezekiah was not in vain. The terrible cat- 
astrophe brought the better elements of Israel to their ' 
senses. ‘‘ Nevertheless divers of Asher and Manasseh 
and of Zebulun humbled themselves, and came to 
Jerusalem”’ (v. Ho. in other words, single individ- 
uals from these tribes, to which must be added from 
verse 18 Ephraim and Issachar, gave up their pride, 
and were ready to sink their tribal individuality in 
the larger individuality of a united Israel. They ac- 
knowledged the rod of the stem of Jesse as the head 
of the nation, and the temple of Jerusalem as the re- 
ligious center of the Jewish people. 

The ideal of cenfralization, so long and yet so 
vainly preached bythe prophets, was now a reality. 
Samaria was lost, but Israel was saved. Great, in- 
deed, must have been the joy of the Judzans over 
the return of their estranged brethren. And when 
the Chronist adds that ‘‘ since the time of Solomon 
the son of David king of Israel there was not the _ 
like in Jerusalem,’’ he merely records an histortc 
fact. Ever since the days of the last king of the 
united kingdom no occasion brought the whole house 
of Israel together as did the celebration of the Great 
Passover under Hezekiah. 

New York Ciry. . 
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Arkansas 


Southwestern General Conference, under the 
auspices of the Young Woman's Christian Associa- 
tion, at Eureka Springs, June 13-23. Miss Louise 
W. Brooks, 125 East 27th Street, New York City. 
California , 


Thirteenth International Sunday School Conven- 
tion, at San Francisco, June 20-27. Marion Law- 
rance, 806 Hartford Building, Chicago, III. 

Epworth League Institute, at Mount Hermon, June 
12-18. Young people's work. Charles H. Truman, 
1919 Mission Street, San Francisco, Cal. 

Southern California Baptist Assembly, at Long 
Beach, August 2-27. Young people’s work. B. B. 
Jacques, Pasadena, Cal. 

The First Western Assembly of the Jewish Chau- 
tauqua Society, at San Francisco, August 4-8. Miss 
Jeannette M. Goldberg, Broad and Jefferson Streets, 
Philadelphia, Pa. 


' Colorado 


Epworth League Institute, at Boulder, June 26- 
July 2. Young people’s work. H. P. Neptune, 
1736 Hill Street, Boulder, Col. 

Rocky Mountain Student Conference of Young 
Men's Christian Associations, at Estes Park, June 
9-18. A. J. Elliott, 276 Greenwood Avenue, Kanka- 
kee, Ill. 

Western General Conference, under the auspices of 
the Young Women's Christian Association, at Cascade, 
June 20-30. Miss Louise W. Brooks, 125 East 27th 
Street, New York City. 

Sunday-school Conference of the Young People’s 
Missionary Movement, at Cascade, August 4-13. 
J. E. Crowther, 57 Washington Street, Chicago, IIL 

United Study of Missions Conference, at Boulder, 

July 5-10. Mrs. Henry W. Peabody, Beverly, Mass. 


Illinois 


Epworth League Institute, at Evanston, July 10-16. 
Young people's work, L. R. Paddock, 6812 Calumet 
Avenue, Chicago. 

Fifth Annual Conference on Summer Work in the 
Churches and in the Open Air, at Moody Church, 
Chicago, June 6-8. A. F. Gaylord, 153 Institute 
Place, Chicago, IIL . 

The Summer Term of the Moody Bible Institute 
for Christian Workers, at 153 Institute Place, Chicago, 
May 2 to August 18. Apply to A, F, Gaylord. 


Indiana 


Summer School of Methods for Sunday-school 
Workers, at Bethany Park, August 9-18. -Gary L. 
Cook, 6060 East Washington Street, Indianapolis, Ind. 

Summer School of Methods for Sunday-school 
Workers, at Winona Lake, August 7-18. George N. 
Burnie, 419 Law Building, Indianapolis, Ind. 

Presbyterian Young People’s Summer Conference, 
at Winona Lake, July 13-20. The Rev. Willis L. 
Gelston, Witherspoon Building, Philadelphia. 

United Study of Missions Conference, at Winona 
Lake, June 27-30. Mrs. Henry W. Peabody, Bev- 
erly, Mass. 

Summer School of Missions, at Winona Lake, June 
22-29. Mrs. C, E. Vickers, 312 North Elmwood 
Avenue, Oak Park, Ill, 

Winona Assembly, at Winona Lake, July 2 to 
August 20; Bible Conference, August 21-30, For 
Christian workers, The Rev. S. C, Dickey, Winona 
Lake, Ind, 


Massachusetts 


Conference for Church Work, at Cambridge, July 
1-16. Lectures on the Bible, normal instruction, 
social problems. Miss E. H. Houghton, 58 Garden 
Street, Cambridge, Mass. 

Northfield’s 29th Season: Mount Hermon Summer 
Term, May 5 to August 24; special lectures by the 
Rev. F. B. Meyer, June 10-18, and by the Rev. W. P. 
Griffith-Thomas, D.D., June 24 to July 21 ; Summer 
School for Women’s Foreign Missionary Societies, 
July 14-21 ; General Conference of Christian Work- 
ers, August 4-20; Bible Study Courses and Special 
Lectures, August 23 to September 30, Ambert G. 
Moody, East Northfield, Mass. 

Student Conference, at Northfield, June 23 to July 
2. Neil McMillan, Jr., 124 East 28th Street, New 
York City. 

Northfield Young Women’s Conference, at North- 


It is the intention in this list of summer schools and 
conferences to give only the information which 
will enable Sunday-school workers, and those 
- engaged in missionary and other Christian effort, 
to consider the institutions that appeal to them in 
their training for the Kingdom. The name of the 
training-school or conference, the character of its 
work, the date and location, and the person to 
whom to apply for detailed information, are the 
points here briefly covered. 











field, July 5-12. Miss Bertha Harlan, 508 West 14th 
Street, Wilmington, Del. — 

United Study of Missions Conference, at Northfield, 
July 15-21. Mrs. Henry W. Peabody, Beverly, Mass. 

Women’s Home Mission Conference, at Northfield, 
July 21-27. Mrs. John S. Allen, 25 East 22d Street, 
New York City. 

Northfield Summer School for Sunday - school 
Workers, at Northfield, July 22-29. Hamilton S. 
Conant, 602 Ford Building, Boston. 

The Summer School of Agriculture and Country 
Life, at Massachusetts Agricultural College, Amherst, 
July 5 to August 4. For clergymen and lay workers. 
William D. Hurd, Massachusetts Agricultural Col- 
lege, Amherst, Mass. 

Summer School of Methods for Sunday-school 
Workers, at Sagamore Beach, July 5-9. Hamilton S, 
Conant, 602 Ford Building, Boston. 


Minnesota 


Epworth League Institute, at Lake Minnetonka, 
July 16-23. Young people's work. Carl F. Miller, 
1203 Laurel Avenue, St, Paul, Minn. 


Missouri 


Presbyterian Young People’s Summer Conference, - - 


at Hollister, August 14-26. The Rev. Willis L. Gel- 
ston, Witherspoon Building, Philadelphia, 


New Jersey 


Eighteenth Annual School of Methods of the New 
Jersey Sunday-school Association, at Asbury Park, 
July 5-12. Miss Alice B, Hamlin, 835 Broad Street, 
Newark, N. J. 

Epworth League Institute, at Drew Theological 
Seminary, Madison, July 8-16. Young people’s work. 
Clarence A. Titus, 319 Westfield Avenne, Roselle 
Park, N. J. 

New York 


Chautauqua Summer Schools, at Chautauqua Lake, 
July 8 to August 18. Address Percy H. Boynton, 
Chautauqua, N. Y. 

The Summer School in Theology, at Auburn Theo- 
logical Seminary, July 10-22. The President, Auburn 
Theological Seminary, Auburn, N. Y. 

Baptist Summer Assembly, at Cook Academy, 
Montour Falls, August 1-10. Young people's work. 
The Rev. J. A. Larcombe, New Brighton, N. Y. 

Albany Cathedral Summer School, at St. Agnes’ 
School, Albany, June 26-30. For clergymen and 
laymen. G. H. Purdy, Warrensburgh, N. Y. 

General Conference of the Young People’s Mis- 

sionary Movement, at Silver Bay, July 11-20. A. E, 
Legg, 156 Fifth Avenue, New York City. 
‘ Silver Bay Summer School, under the auspices of 
the Young Men's Christian Association, at Silver Bay, 
July 22 to August 15. Thornton B. Penfield, 124 
East 28th Street, New York City. ; 

Eastern Student Conference, under the auspices of 
the Young Women’s Christian Association, at Silver 
Bay, June 20-30. Miss Louise W. Brooks, 125 East 
27th Street, New York City. 

Eastern City Conference, under the auspices of the 
Young Women’s Christian Association, at Silver Bay, 
July 1-10. Apply to Miss Louise W. Brooks. 

Long Island Conference for Sunday-school Work- 
ers, at Stony Brook, August 6-13 ; Bible Conference, 
August 14-27 ; Conference considering Bible truths 
as applied to local problems, August 28 to September 
3. The Rev. J. F. Carson, 258 Jefferson Avenue, 
Brooklyn, N. Y. 


North Carolina 


Southern Student Young Men's Christian Associa- 
tions, at Montreat, June 16-25. W. D. Weatherford, 


1513 Hayes Street, Nashville, Tenn., before June 10, 
after that to Montreat, N. C. 

Summer School of the Sunday-school Board of the 
Southern Baptist Convention, at Blue Mont, July 9 
to August 20. B. W. Spilman, Kinston, N. C. 

The Second Annual Summer School of the National 
Religious Training School for the Colored Race, at 
Durham, July 5 to August 13. James E. Shepard, 
Durham, N. C. 

Southern General Conference, under the auspices 
of the Young Women's Christian Association, at Ashe- 
ville, June 9-19. Miss Louise W. Brooks, 125 East 
27th Street, New York City. ; 

Sunday-school Conference of the Young People’s 
Missionary Movement at Asheville, June 30-to July 9. 
H. S. Myers, 156 Fifth Avenue, New York City. 

Presbyterian Summer School for Sunday-school 
Methods and Young People’s Work, at Montreat, 
August 6-8. A. L. Phillips, Box 883, Richmond, Va. 


Ohio 

East Central Student Conference, under the auspices 
of the Young Women’s Christian Association, at Gran- 
ville, August 22 to September 1. Miss Louise W. 
Brooks, 125 East 27th Street, New York City. 


Lake Erie Student Conference of Young Men's’ 


Christian Associations, at Linwood Park, June 16-25. 
Thornton B. Penfield, 124 East 28th Street, New 
York City. ; . 

Ohio School of Methods for Sunday-school Work- 
ers, at Silver Lake, July 23 to August 6. William R. 
Lodge, Silver Lake, Ohio. 

Summerland Beach Assembly Training School for 
Sunday-school Workers, at Summerland Beach, near 
Millersport, July 20-30. W. A. Holmes, Granville, 
Ohio. 

Sunday-school Normal School, at Capital Univer- 


sity, Columbus, August 2-4. . Dr. L. H. Schuh, Cap- 


ital University, Columbus,: Qhio.: : 


Oregon 

Pacific Northwest Student Conference of Young 
Men’s Christian Associations, at Columbia Beach, 
June 16-25. Thornton B. Penfield, 124 East 28th 
Street, New York City. 


Pennsylvania 


Middle Atlantic Student Conference of Young Men’s 
Christian Associations, at Pocono Pines, June 14-22. 
Thornton B. Penfield, 124 East 28th Street, New 
York City, 

The Institute for Religious Education, at the Mead- 
ville Theological School, Meadville, June 26 to July 9. 
Henry T. Secrist, Meadville, Pa. 

Presbyterian Young People’s Summer Conference, at 
Pocono Pines, August 2-8. The Rev. Willis L. Gels- 
ton, Witherspoon Building, Philadelphia. 

The Pittsburg School of Methods for Sunday-school 
Workers, at Pittsburg, June 26-30. W. G. Landes, 
General Secretary, Pennsylvania Sabbath School Asso- 
ciation, 701 Witherspoon Building, Philadelphia. 

Summer School for Sunday-school Teachers, at 
Bishopthorpe Manor, South Bethlehem, June 26-30. 
The Rev. Stewart U. Mitman, 907 Delaware Avenue, 
South Bethlehem, Pa. 

Grove City Summer Schools, at Grove City College, 
Grove City, June 20 to August 18, Bible School begin- 
ning August 10. The Rev. Isaac C. Ketler, Grove 
City, Pa. 

Summer School of Methods for Sunday-school 
Workers, at Uniontown, July 24-30. W.G. Landes, 
Witherspoon Building, Philadelphia. 

United Presbyterian Missionary Conference, at 
New Wilmington, August 11-20. For young people. 
L. D. Miller, 1707 Buena Vista Street, Allegheny, Pa. 

Tri-State Conference of Young People’s Societies 
of New York, New Jersey, and Pennsylvania, at 
Montrose, August 16-18. George G. Mahy, Mon- 
trose, Pa. 

The Fourth Annual Conference of the Montrose 
Bible Conference Association, at Montrose, August 
18-27. Christian workers. Apply to George G, 
Mahy, Montrose, Pa. 


An early issue of the Times will give further 
information as to the summer schools in the Cana- 
dian Provinces and in Kansas, Maine, Rhode 


Island, Tennessee, Texas, Virginia, Washington, 
West Virginia, and Wisconsin. 
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LESSON FOR JUNE II (2 Chron. 30) 







The Lesson Pilot 
By Charles Gallaudet Trumbull 


Getting: Started in Class 
HAT does “surrender” mean? What is it to 
surrender to ? When one thus surrenders 
to God, what does he have to let go? What 
results from such a surrender? Why is it a hard 
thing todo? Why is it a desirable thing to do? 
The Teaching of the Lesson 
When did the Hebrews first celebrate a passover 
feast? (Tell, or get from the class, the story of 
Exodus 12 : 1-28.) At that time were they strong and 
independent, or weak and oppressed? Who was 
their only sure hope and safeguard? And their ob- 
servance of the passover then was an act of obedience 
to. his expressed will, by their acknowledgment of 
their utter dependence upon God, of his lt aorving 
power and love, and of their faith in his ability an 
purpese to-lead them triumphantly out of their bond- 
age and helplessness into a place of privilege, liberty, 
and power. Did God honor their confidence? But 
the price and pathway of theirrelease and new life in 
him was their unconditional surrender to his mastery. 
Now, centuries later, the descendants of those very 


- people had lost almost everything through having de- 


clined to pay the price and walk in the pathway of the 
glories of the life that God alone can grant. Anda 
young man, emcee § more than a boy, saw this, and at 
twenty-five years of age, having come to the throne of 
meg he started at once to let work out through 

im His plans for bringing those people back into the 
joy and safety of Surrender. 

Both kingdoms were in a pitiable and perilous con- 
dition, as Professor Beecher's 1st paragraph and Mr. 
Ross’ 2d paragraph show. But that fact was not a 
discouragement, only a challenge, to Hezekiah. 
Promptly and with his whole heart he started in (29 : 

r. Ross’ first paragraph characterizes him. 


3 ff.). 
With the stimultis of a few questions get the class 
to run rapidly through‘ the main ¢vents of :the three « #a 


chapters (29 to 31). Then ask the class to join with 
ou in searching through the three chapters for all 


the light that is given on the surrendered life, as we 


know and can test such a life to-day. In doing this 


; such points as the following may be noted : 
Surrender demands an absolute cleansing, such as only - 


Christ can accomplish, of our temples of the Holy Spirit, — 
our bodies (29 : 1-19). There is no such thing as surren- 
der with any vestige of sin consciously held on to. 

The offering up of animals was an admission that ey 
had been wrong, and that a sacrifice, or surrender of life, 
was needed (29 : 20-28). 

But notice that ‘‘ when the burnt-offering began, the 
song of Jehovah began also’’ (v. 27). The instant that 
real surrender is made, joy—God’s own joy—fills the lifg. 
This is glorious and indescribable but blessedly real. 

Then, of course, thanksgiving had to follow: how can 
one keep from thanking and praising God*when his heart 
is overflowing with eternal joy? (29 : 31 ff. 

‘*The thing was done suddenly ’”’ (29 : 36). Is it not 
always so? Surrender is a single act of the will, open to 
anybody at any time who will have it so. It is not a mat- 
ter of growth, of: study, of training: it is the single and 
simple act of yielding wholly to God. Its blessings are 
sometimes wofully deferred or forever lost because this fact 
is not accepted. 

Yet the act of complete surrender is only the beginning 
of new joys and duties : we must push on into other duties 
which now appear (30: 1). 

Such joy and life must be shared with all,—our friends 
and enemies alike, family and strangers (30: 1-12). The 
surrendered life is an evangelizing life: it mus¢ share the 
Good News or cease to be surrendered. 

Real surrender is the solution of every trouble (30 : 6-9). 

As the message of the duty, blessing, and joy of sur- 
render is passed on, some who hear of it mock, resist, re- 
ject it (30 : 10). 

Others, from unlikely quarters, receive the Good News 
and welcome it (30 : 11). 

But in order to enter upon the blessings of surrender 
they must humble themselves, That is always and forever 
the condition. Christ asks us to humble ourselves even 
unto death: the complete and eternal death of self in him- 
self, that He only may live in us (Gal. 2 : 20). He did as 
much for us; are we better than our Master ? 

It is all God’s work, God’s hand (30: 12). No one can 
yield up his life to the mastery of Christ save as the Spirit 
of God enables him to do so. : 

More cleansing was discovered to be needed ; it kept right 
on (30: 14). The life surrendered to Christ for the first 
time begins to realize how much more sin there is to be 
overcome than was ever before recognized. The cleansing 
is a continuous process in Christ, though it commences 
from the single act of complete surrender. 


*« The Levites were ashamed ’’ (30 : 15). | Conscious un- 
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Read 2 Chronicles 29-31 


13 And there assembled at Jerusalem much people to keep 
the feast of unleavened bread in the second month, avery great 
assembly. 14 And they arose and took away the altars that 
were in Jerusalem, and all the ‘altars for incense took they 
away, and cast them into the brook Kidron. 15 ‘Then they 
killed the passover on the fourteenth day of the second month : 
and the priests and the Levites were ashamed, and sanctified 
themselves, and brought burnt-offerings into the house + 
hovah. 16 And they stood in their place after their order, 
according to the law of Moses the man of God: the priests 
sprinkled the blood which they received of the hand of the 
Levites. 17 For there were many in the assembly that had 
not sanctified themselves : therefore the Levites had the charge 
of killing the passovers for every one that was not clean, to 
sanctify them unto Jehovah. 18 For a multitude of the peo- 

le, even many of Ephraim and Ma-nas’seh, Is’sa-char and 

b’u-lun, had not cleansed themselves, = did they eat the 

assover otherwise than it is written. For Hezekiah had prayed 
lor them, saying, ‘The eee Jehovah pardon 2 every one 19 that 
setteth his heart to seek God, Jehovah, the God of his fathers, 
though Ae de not cleansed according to the purification of the 
sanctuary. 20 And Jehovah hearkened to Hezekiah, and 
healed the people. 21 And the children of Israel that were 
present at Jerusalem kept the feast of unleavened bread seven 
days with great gladness; and the Levites and the priests 
praised Jehovah day by day, singing with loud instruments 
unto Jehovah. 22 And Hezekiah spake comfortably unto all 
the Levites that had good understanding én the service ot Je- 
hovah, So they did eat throughout the feast for the seven 


days, offering sacrifices of peace-offerings, and * making con- ' 


fession to Jehovah, the God of their fathers. 

23 And the whole assembly took counsel to keep other seven 
days ; and they kept other seven days with gladness. 24 For 
Hezekiah king of Judah did give to the assembly for offerings 
‘a thousand bullocks and seven thousand sheep; and the 
princes gave to the assembly a thousand bullocks and ten thou- 
sand sheep: and a great number of priests sanctified them- 
selves. 25 And all the assembly of Judah, with the priests and 
the Levites, and all the assembly that came out of Israel, and 
the sojourners that came out of the land of Israel, and that 
dwelt in Judah, rejoiced. 26 So there was great joy in )eru- 
salem ; for since the time of Solomon the son of David king of 
Israel there was not the like in Jerusalem. ‘27 ‘Then the priests 
the Levites arose and blessed the people : and their voice was 
heard, and their prayer came up to his holy habitation, even 
unto heaven. 

1 Gy, vessels 2% Or, him that setteth his whole heart *% Or, giving 
aS 
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worthiness in those who before counted themselves pretty 
respectable leaders is a certain result of surrender. Our 
own unworthiness is seen to be so great that nothing but 
the love and power of Christ is greater. 

There was a confident resting in God even though they 
knew they could not meet all the requirements of the letter 
of his law (30: 17-20). 


As the surrender worked on in sustained and continued 


obedience, the gladness, singing, and joy again resulted 
(30 : 21, 26). 

Confession continued also; the more completely one 
lives in Christ through surrender to him, the more one sees 
to confess (30 : 22). 

It was all so good that they wanted more of it (30 : 23). 
They were not minimum Christians. They didn’t ask 
whether they were reguzred to serve God in this way, but 
whether they might be allowed to go a great deal farther in 
his direction. No one who has really surrendered is afraid 
of surrender. He only wants more of it. 

Everybody was represented,—people, priests, Levites, 
Judah, Israel, and strangers. The fulness of the joy of the 
surrendered life that is Christ is not intended for a privi- 
leged few, but for every follower of Christ. Yet how many 
disciples of His fail to receive it! 

The cleansing kept on, strenuous, aggressive, drastic, 
complete (31: 1). A surrendered life is a giving life : if 
we have given up ourse/ves, it is easy to give our possessions 

31 : 4-7). 
And the surrendered life is systematic, well-ordered, prac- 
tical. There is nothing slipshod about it (31 : 11-19). 

When the life is wholly surrendered to. God, and God’s 
laws are kept, not broken, such a life prospers as no life 
at war with God ever can (31 : 21). 


The greatest Surrender ever made was when God 
yielded up himself in his only Son; and that Son sur- 
rendered himself for us. Yet most of His own fol- 
lowers have yet to know the fulness of His life and 
joy and power and victory in themselves by this 
pathway. of surrender. Do you, the teacher of a 
class, know it? Are you making it the overmaster- 
ing purpose and passion of your teaching? If not, 
everything can be changed for you, and through you 
for your class, if you will let this week mark the real 
surrender of your life to the complete mastery of 
your Saviour. 

[More than any other book of which the writer knows, 
apart from the New Testament, as making perfectly plain 
the pathway to the fulness of these new joys that most lives 
are hungering for, is ‘‘ ‘Ihe Threefold Secret of the Holy 
Spirit,’’ by James H. McConkey, which will be sent free 
of charge to any address by Fred Kelker, P. O. Box 
216, Harrisburg, Pa.] 


LESSON il. JUNE 11. HEZEKIAH’S GREAT PASSOVER 


2 Chronicles 30. Commit verses 18-20 
Golden Text: Man looketh on the outward appearance, but Jehovah looketh on the heart.—1 Samuel 16 : 7 
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The Lesson’s Bible Dictionary 
By Professor Willis J. Beecher, D.D, 


IME.—The first and second months of the vernal 
year corresponding to 722 B. C., the first com- 
plete year of Hezekiah. Shalmanezer IV was 

king of Assyriaand Babylonia. Later-in the year he 
was ve wy by Sargon in-Assyria, and by Mero- 
dach-baladan in Babylonia. eshea was king in 
northern Israel, and was in revolt against Assyria. 
Judah had been for some years tributary to Assyria. 
(2 Kings 16: 7f€; 2 Chron, 28: 16ff, etc.). Apparently 
the families of some of the principal men were held 
by the Assyrians as hostages (2 Chron: 29:9). -A few 
years earlier Tiglath-pilezer had deported many peo- 
ple from northern Israel (2 Chron. 30: 6, 9 compare 
2 Kings 15: 29; 1 Chron. 5: 5, 26; Zech. 10: 10; the 
records of Tig ath-pilezer). The preceding year, the 
year when Ahaz died, news had come of' the move- 
ments which were to break the power of ‘Shalman- 
ezer, Judah, it seems, being invited to join in them 
Isa. 14: 28-32). Isaiah advised Judah to reply that 
ehovah had founded Zion, and that his people 
needed no other refuge. 


Light on Puzzling Passages 

Verse 1.—T7o all Israel and Judah: The festival 
belonged to all Israel even when it was kept only in 
the kingdom of Judah.—Letters also to Ephraim and 
Manasseh: Not content with a general invitation, he 
resorted to particular solicitation. For generations 
the northern tribes had kept separate; now it seemed 
to Hezekiah that they might renew their interest in 
the national religion. he political situation was 

ressing the two nations together. Hoshea perhaps 
avored Hezekiah’s idea; at least he is described. as 
doing evil ‘‘ yet not as the kings of Israel that were 
before him” (2 Kings 17: 2). The aged prophet 
Hosea may have seconded Hezekiah's effort (Hos. 14). 

Verses 2-3.—TZhe second month ; The passover week 

puapets began the fourteenth day of the first month, 
ut might in certain cases be peeconet. a month (for 
e Num. 9).—Could not keep it at that time: 
The time when they held the services sanctifying the 
cleansed temple (2 Chron. 29:17). They had spent 
the first eight days of the year in the houseclean- 
ing, and the second eight days, including two days of 
the pemevet week, in the religious services. They 
might then have celebrated the passover, but it would 
have been insignificant, and not the splendid and in- 
fluential affair which they deemed desirable. 

Verses 10-11.—Laughed them to scorn: Hezekiah's 
invitation was that they should ‘‘turn again unto 
Jehovah” (verses 6, 9). That would be in effect to 
acknowledge that their northern worship of the calves 
and in the highplaces was illegitimate, a thing to be 
repented of.—Humbled themselves ; Recognized the 
fact that they were in the wrong, and acted accord- 
ingly. One is exalted by such humiliation. 

erse 13.—T7he feast of unleavened bread : Another 
name for the passover (Exod. 12, especially verses 
15-20, and parallel passages).—7Zhe second month: 
The months were probably lunar months, the year 
ordinarily consisting of twelvé months, a thirteenth 
being added whenever it was needed in order to pre- 
serve the relation of the year to the seasons. he 
second month began with a new moon in April. 

Verse 14.—A/tars : Which had been erected in the 
time of Ahaz, in rivalry with the temple (for example 
2 Kings 16: 4, 10ff; 2 Chron. 28: 3, 23ff). 

Verses 15-16.—Zhen: Properly ‘‘and.” You will 
be misled if you put stress on it as a time word.— 
Ashamed: Of their previous negligence (compare 2 
Chron. 29: 34 and 30: 3).—Sanctified themselves: 
With whatever ceremonial forms and sacrifices were 
requisite for the purpose. After their order: Ac- 
cording to the usage prescribed for them. 

Verses 17-19.—Had not sanctified themselves: 


‘The law defines many forms of ceremonial unclean- 


ness, with different ways of being made clean. In 
the conditicns then existing these had been neglected 
(compare Num. 9: 6ff). The people were dealt with 
very leniently provided they at least showed a dis- 
position to attain to stich correctness as was possible. 
Verses 20-22.—Healed the people: By graciously 
accepting their service notwithstanding its techni- 
cal and moral defects.—Spake comfortably: En- 
couraged them by outspoken appreciation.—Peace- 
yma s: In which the person who made the offering 
easted his friends on the flesh. = 
Verses 25-26.—Sojourners... . out of ... Israel> 
and that dwelt in Judah: In both kingdoms there 
were some persons of foreign birth, who availed them- 
selves of the privilege of becoming Israelites by adop- 


tion (Exod. 12: 48). Such would be eager for the 
passover. 
Ausurn, N. Y. 
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Reviving Worship and Life 
By the Rev. G. A. Johuston Ross 


N THE formula which sums up the whole career of 

] Hezekiah (2 Chron. 32 : 32) the Chronicler makes 

special mention of the king’s * goodnenses. his 
acts of loyal love—the word is that favorite word of 
Hosea, translated so often ‘‘ mercy." We read, too, 
of his ‘‘ trust in the Lord God of Israel” as outstand- 
ing and unique (2 Kings a0 ip , and of his having 
‘wrought that which was g and right and faith- 
ful before the Lord his God’’; and of his heartiness 
and success in the service of God (2 Chron. 31 : 20, 
21). So that we get altogether the picture of a gen- 
erous, frank nature, open to good influences and en- 
thusiastic in good work, honest in piety and rejoicing 
in loving-kindness, 

We are attracted further by the fact that the king 
and the prophet Isaiah were close and intimate friends. 
They had probably grown up ie and Hezekiah 
may have very early been one of the confidants of the 


prophet in the matter of the vision of God vouchsafed _ 


to him in the year that King Uzziah, Hezekiah’s 
great-grandfather, died. At any rate, it is manifest 
that Hezekiah had learned from Isaiah the ** wide- 
ness of God’s mercy,” and he had learned from the 
evangelical prophet something of the liberty and joy 
of spiritual worship. And this friendship between 
king and prophet-statesman was a needed blessing 
at the time of crisis at which Hezekiah came into his 
kingdom. The Northern Nation of Israel was totter- 
ing, or had tottered, to its fall; not (as we now see) 
from political feebleness only or chiefly, but because 
of moral degeneracy, the outcome of desertion of 
Jehovah. The terror of Assyria was all around: 
would the little kingdom of Judah followits northern 
neighbor into the jaws of the dragon? re 

Now it was one of the strongest convictions of 
Isaiah that the safety of ine ay, not in political 
alliances, but in quiet confidence in Jehovah, a con- 
fidence which would bow before his chastisements 
and yet would trust in his inalienable purpose of 
love. That conviction Hezekiah shared. True, he 
felt from time to time the politician’s temptation to 
lean too much on diplomatic successes, and he had to 
be recalled by the prophet to a purer allegiance ; but 
about the paramount necessity of summoning the 
people back to God, and of being once for all done 
with idolatry, he was firm and enthusiastic: and the 
thought evidently thrilled through him that a hearty 
return to the pure worship of Jehovah would reunite 
evén yet the sundered branches of Israel. 

Such is the background of King Hezekiah’s famous 
effort to revive in its purity and dignity the temple 
worship. First, the temple itself had to be cleansed 
from the consequences of long neglect, and the 
priests and Levites, the chiefs and commons of the 

ople, reconsecrated ; and the ‘‘ service of the house 
of the Lord set in order.” The king was encour- 
aged by the response of the people to all this, for it 
showed a divine preparation of their hearts (2 Chron. 
29 : 36). 

Next came the invitation to ‘all Israel” as well as 
to Judah. In the letters of invitation (the absence 
of any communication tothe ding of Israel ———. 
evidence of the vacant Northern throne) Hezekiah 
endeavors to carry the thought of the Northern rebels 
back to the beginnings of their race, when Israel was 
one, eppeans to them by the sacredness of the 
memories all Israelites had incommon. ‘‘ The invi- 
tation looked toward the unity of divided Israel.” But 
it is curious how cynical some men become in the 
presence of the sugeostion of the healing of ancient 
schisms, ‘*They laughed him to scorn.” Never- 
theless the brotherly summons bore fruit, and 
especially in its reflex action upon Hezekiah’s 
own people, whose own sense of unity was deep- 
ened and intensified by the incident. It has hap- 
pened often, and very conspicuously in our own 
time, both in England and America, that efforts 
toward a large ecclesiastical union have found their 
immediate effect in a deepening of the spiritual life 
among those who had joined in the endeavor, even 
though the effort otherwise appears to have failed. 

The wave of generous emotion of brotherly love 
carried the king and the = le over the barriers of 
ritual exactitude ; and Hezekiah’s accepted prayer 
for the inclusion among the worshipers of those whe, 
though ceremonially unclean, were clean in intention, 
was the offspring of an instinct which ‘‘ anticipated 
the spirit of Christianity.” Of every ritual ordinance, 
however excellent, it may be said that the ordinance 
is made for man, not man for the ordinance. In a 
real personal religion everything both in opinion and 
in ritual practise is subordinate to intention. It is in 

od yeeay intentions and in these alone that God is 
‘ound, 

The Chronicler emphasizes the abounding joy of 
the great festival. tt was a holy reunion, personal 
and tribal if not formally national. King and people 
seem to have been united again as one heart in the 
glad worship of Jehovah ; and the joy (we read in 
the next chapter) expressed itself when the feast was 
over in a genuine moral enthusiasm in the destruc- 
tion of all that opposed, and liberality to all that sup- 
ported, the worship of God. It is true that the in- 
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tensity of zeal did not last; yet the effects did not 
wholly fade away. They were probably seen in the 
quiet self-restraint of the people during the humilia- 
tion and peril of the invasion.under Sennacherib ; 
and doubtless a new fervor of constancy ran in the 
veins of the men who, as the ised *‘ Remnant” 
were to keep alive, even through national disaster 
and exile, the faith of the living and true God. 
Bryn Mawsg, Pa. 


< 
Oriental Lesson-Lights 


By George M. Mackie, M.A., D.D. 


Missionary to the Jews, and Minister to the Anglo- 
American Congregation in Beyrout, Syria 


‘O KEEP ¢he passover in the second month (v. 2). 

It is still customary to keep the ver in the 

second month if an Israelite has been prevented 

by travel, imprisonment, sickness, or any such cause 

from observing it at the usual time in the first month, 

14th of lunar April, This was the first month for 

religious reckoning as distinguished from the new 

year in October for secular purposes,—rents, sales, 
etc. 


To keep the passover...at Jerusalem(v. 5). The 
keeping of the passover, originally a family observ- 
ance, ame centralized in Jerusalem, where the 


lamb could be killed by the Levites beside the temple 
altar. Hence the Jews now celebrate the passoyer 
without any lamb, use there is no longer temple, 
altar, or officiating priest. In the passover service 
tne Jewish families read with hopeful voices, ‘‘ This 
yvar in Egypt, next yearin Jerusalem,” where Egypt 
stands for any land of their exile. 

To keep the feast of unleavened bread (vy. 13). 
This term is as often used as that of passover, and 
refers to the chief obligation resting upon those who 
are to observe the feast ; namely, the removal of all 
leavened bread from the house. For some days 
before the feast begins the whole house is vigorously 
swept and washed out, and all hiding-places are 
carefully searched, and on the eve of the 13th,—the 
evening of our 12th,—the day before the feast, the 
master of the house makes a formal round of inspec- 
tion. Then before noon on the 13th (the 14th be- 
ginning at sunset of that day) all collected remnants 
of leavened bread are burnt or cast out, and the 

roclamation is made: ‘‘ After this, whatever o 
cavened bread, seen or unseen, may remain in this 
house is reckoned as dust of the earth,” Thus the 
Apostle Paul urges us to ‘‘ purge out the old leaven,” 
and says ‘‘ reckon yourselves dead.” 


4 
AGreat Home Missionary Campaign 


The Lesson’s Missionary Meaning 
By Delavan Leonard Pierson 


HEN Hezekiah came to the throne he found 
conditions throughout the country in a bad 
way. The kingdom at the north was rotten 

and going to pieces; the idolatry, immorality, and ir- 
religion were bringing ruin to Judah, ven the 
priests and Levites were unholy; the temple was 
neglected and out of repair. Evidently the people 
were tired of a holy religion. They wanted a free 
and aR Se ; marriage laws that were not too 
strict. he temple worship was looked on as too ex- 
pensive to support, and the Mosaic blue laws were 
irksome. What was the new young king to do? 
What would you have done? 

A new campaign has recently been started in 
America, called ‘*Men and Religion Campaign,” to 
bring men and boys all over the United States into 
the euurch of Jesus Christ. Statistics published by 
the movement show that sixty percent of the people 
of this country are not connected with any Christian 
church,—Roman, Greek, or Protestant. In many of 
the states only one in three or four are church at- 
tendants. What are the moral standards and the 
relations to Almighty God of the sixty million non- 
Christians in the Republic? In New York City alone 
nearly one-half of the people are unconnected with any 
church, and more than this propoition are non-attend- 
ants at public worship. ‘There are in New York City 
nearly as many people not Christians as in the whole 
population of the state of California, or twice the pop- 
ulation of Maine and New Hampshire combined, or 
twice as many people as are in the whole of Arabia 
to-day. Is it any wonder that in the United States 
there are continued efforts to take the Word of God 
out of public schools, to abolish Christmas and Easter 
as Christian festivals, to secularize the Sabbath, to 
permit gambling, to legalize traffic in strong drink 
and prostitution ? 

What is necessary for a campaign of true reform? 
The same steps are needed as in the days of Heze- 
kiah :.a cleansing from evil, yielding to God, a re- 
turn to his sanctuary, service of God (2 Chron, 30 : 8). 
Seme will mock at such a proposal, as did Israel, but 
those who turn will rejoice, as did Judah. 

Brooktyn, N. Y. : 


fathers were (v. 8). 
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The Busy Men’s Corner 


By William H. Ridgway 


The Unknowns.— Hezekiah seni to all Israel... to 
... come to the house of Jehovah (vy. 1). Where did this 
son of a bad father get his goodness? Is it the 
fine hand of some faithful unknown? I have two 
good Christian boys in one of my Sunday-schools 


whose father is addicted to strong language and 
strong drink. The reason for the) Sons is the 
faithful servant girl with which that family was 


blessed when the i were little (Proy, 22: 6). One 
of the surprises of Heaven will be the great number 
of Hezekiah-makers found there: That ragamuffin 
from the evil home is full of t possibilities if the 
Sunday-school teacher is faithful to the trust. The 
Hezekiah man never springs up spontaneously. An 
Isaiah of some sort must account for him. 


Coming Around.—7hat he may return to the rem- 
nant (v. 6). Itisn’t Jane that’s here. We're here. 
June didn’t come, e came. The sun always 
shines. We have summer because we have come 
around to where the sun can get a summer chance at 
us. Same in spiritual things. We get warmed up 
in a ‘‘ revival” when we come around to where our 
Sun can get a chance at us (Mal. 4: 2). Our atmos- 


Pasty Ata balmy. ‘There is an awakening from 
rosty idleness. Around us is freshness. Pleasant 
words bloom like flowers. Seeds germinate. The 


sap of human kindness begins to 
clapping of bands like the trees. Life throbs‘ with 
gentle impulsés. So remember that when ‘the 
world goes wrong” it is likely you and not the world. 
Same old world, under the same old administration. 
Same old mill, bigger and more machinery perhaps, 
but same old fire, same old back and forth between 
the rolls, same L ghey and grime, same old dirt. 
Work just as hard and hours just as long. The best 
men still go up and the other kind go down. Mill 
never changes. The mendo. To the good fellow it 
is a good place ; to the worthless, a bad place. Also 
remember, the old Mahogany Desk is always the 
same, and returns to the faithful whether remnant 
or whole piece (Matt. 25 : 15). 


Ears and Neck.—JZe ye nol stiffnecked, as your 
You are supposed to be as 
much.of an improvement on your father as now at 
twenty-one you think you are. You have learned by 
his mistakes? A stubborn man is the worst ever. 
Long ears! Long ears and stiff neck would’make a 
suitable coat of arms for some fellows. ‘Open to 
conviction, but would like to see the fellow to convict 
me.” Who ever sees long ears and stiff neck up 
against the bad? ‘Rubber neck” then, Men are 
too stubborn to go to Sunday services, but not to go 
to Sunday frolics. Are you too stubborn to drink, to 
lie, to cheat, to sin? Does your stubborn blood keep 
from evil or from good? God tried to drive these 
Jews to their own salvation. He could not convince 
them with a ‘‘club.” So he took an Assyrian sponge 
and just wiped them out. He still has his sponge. 
Do not fail to find this reference and read it in the 
Revised Version (Psa. 37 : 35-40). 


ow. There is a 


Going Down Town.—7ihey laughed them to scorn 
(v. 10). This is a ‘smile that won’t come off.” The 
world has always had it for every good thing that 
came. As I write New York is having a Fulton cel- 
ebration. Fulton got the laugh. Wright flew up 
the river. When I first heard of Wright brothers 
the paper spoke of ‘‘two cranks in the sand-hills of 
Carolina trying the Darius Green act.” When I 
started out to introduce my Steam-Hydraulic I was 
laughed out of offices. ‘‘ Young man, if that fool 
thing was any good it would have been in use years 
ago.” Are you built on the world’s plan? When 
your mother proposes you stay home nights and im- 
prove yourself with books you laugh her to scorn, 
and *‘ go down town.” When your smart little wife 
suggests a course at the Y. M. C. A., or Correspond- 
ence School, you laugh her to scorn, and ‘‘go down 
town.” Then those who love you and want to see 
you get the best out of life propose that you get right 
with the Ruler of life, but you laugh them to scorn, 
and ** go down town.” ‘Going down town” means 
for most fellows the tail end of the procession here, 
and for many fellows: the shut gate yonder (Rev. 
22 : 15). 


Why Not?”—Came the hand of God to give 
them one heart (vy. 12). And what a great time they 
had! How beautifully God draws his children to- 
gether when they obey him! It is highest statesman- 
ship to do as God says. What a town Coatesville 
would be if all would try to obey God—what a family 
—what a fellow! Oh, that all the world had one 
heart! When we are with God in heaven there will 
beonly one heart. Why not here and now love every 
fellow and make every fellow love you? Hatred 
gives no pleasure. hy not do kindness, since you 

et lots of fun out of every act of kindness you ever 

id? Sam, why not be just as ‘‘hungry” for an- 
other chance to make some one happy as ‘‘ hun 
for another smoke”? ‘There are great gifts in God’s 
hand for that kind of fellow. 


CoaTESVILLE, Pa. 
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LESSON FOR JUNE II (2 Chron. 30) 


Visiting the Lesson Scenes 


The us, less than three in one order, 
are 20 cents . ‘The second quarter's les- 
sons call for eleven stereographs ; cost, $1.83. 
Forty-five different places will be visited dur- 
ing 1911; the forty-five stereographs for the 
whole year cost $7.50, and if ordered at one 
time a cloth-bound, gold-lettered case will be 
given free. ‘Thirteen places visited in 1910 are 
Tevisited in 1911 ; persons already ow the 
Igo material need order only thir new 
stereographs this year, or only nine for the sec- 


ond quarter. ‘The ste costs 85 cents, 
Express or postage is pre aid 


Orders should 
be sent to The Sunday Sc! Times Co., 1031 


Walnut Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 


HE place where the brought 
their lambs to be ied tor the - 
over feast is.a place whose identity is 


unquestionable, 
Find on our args map the number 
23. If you stan 


at the spot (up in a mod- 











ern tower at the northwest corner of the old 
temple area), and look southeast over the 
space included between those spreading 
lines, you can study the old. ground for your- 


self. Down in front of where you stand are 
some bare, grayish ledges ; beyond them is 
a.Jarge open. space of ground, part of it form- 
ing a big paved terrace, higher than the rest, 
and reached by broad flights of stone steps. 
The lower, nearer level probably formed 
part of an outer court of the temple where 
dealers in lambs may have brought animals 
for sale. The upper terrace probably cor- 
responds roughly to one of the upper, inner 
courts where the worshipers gathered; of 
course it must be remembered that the pres- 
ent steps and paving-stones are not anywhere 
nearly as old as Hezekiah’s day. 

Around the edge of that upper terrace you 
see some shabby little Muhammadan build- 
ings, but in Hezekiah’s time the bordering 
buildings— parts of Solomon’s structures— 
were much finer. 
terrace you find now a beautiful Moslem 
building of very uncommon design. It is 
eight-sided, the walls made of marble and 
delieately-colored tiles ; a central part of the 
structure is carried up higher than the rest, 
like a low, circular tower, and roofed by a 
beautifully curved dome. At the time of 
Hezekiah’s great union passover the altar 
for burnt-offerings stood on a spot that is 
now directly under that dome. The founda- 
tion rock of the altar remains even to-day, 
and could be seen by any one going inside 
the ‘* Dome of the Rock,’’ as the building is 
called. (We saw it May 14 in connection 
with our study of Isaiah’s vision.) 

The temple sanctuary in those old days 
stood just to the right (west) of the altar, 
where now you see a stretch of open, level 
pavement, and a tall, four-arched gateway. 

In the distance toward the right, beyond a 
couple of tall cypress trees, you can see the 
dome of a modern mosk (El Aksa) that 
stands on very nearly the same ground as 
Hezekiah’s old palace.. From there the 
generous-minded and warm-hearted king 
came to offer his own special brotherly 
prayers (vs. 18, 19) for the miscellaneous 
crowd, 

Beyond the Dome of the Rock and a little 
to the left you have a glimpse of the long, 
high wall which encloses the southeast cor- 
ner of the Temple area, Just outside that 
wall the hillside descends véry steeply into 
the deep, narrow valley of the brook Kidron ; 
that vailey was where the worshipers, fired by 
newly-awakened enthusiasm for clean relig- 
ion, destroyed all the pagan altars and equip- 
ment on which they could lay their hands. 

To see the place as if you were personally 
up in the tower by the modern Turkish bar- 


Near the middle of that , 
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racks, use a stereograph entitled ‘‘The 
Dome of the Rock Where the Temple Altar 
Stood ; Mt. Moriah,” 


The Illustration Round-Table 


Underneath the Rust.—Man /ooketh on 
the outward a rance, but looketh 
on the heart (Golden Text). A boy found a 
lump of rusty metal, He thought it worth- 
less and traded it to another boy whose 
father was an enthusiastic collector of coins. 
‘The father gave the find an acid-bath, when 
there appeared a rare old Spanish coin with 
the image of the king upon its face. So it 
is with many men whom we count worthless. 
They have once borne the image of the King, 
and by patient effort that image can be re- 
stored, as in the cases of Jerry McAuley, 
Samuel H. Hadley, John B. Gough, and 
hosts of others.— Ruth EZ. Elsheimer, Niag- 
ara Falls, N. Y. From The Christian En- 
deavor World. 

When Really Surrendered.— Yield your- 
selves unto Jehovah (v. 8). A personal friend 

sked Wendell Phillips not long before his 
death, ‘* Mr. Phillips, did you ever consecrate 
yourself to God?” ‘*Yes,’? he answered, 
‘*when I was 2 boy, fourteen years of age, in 
the old church at the North End, I heard 
Lyman Beecher preach on the theme, ‘ You 
belong to God,’ and I went home after that 
service, threw myself on the floor in m 
room, with locked doors, and prayed, ‘ 
God, I belong to thee; take what is thine 
own. I ask this, that whenever a thing 
be wrong it may have no temptation over 
me; whenever a thing be right it may take 
no courage to do it.’ From that day to this 
it has been so.’’—Mrs. B.G. Dowen, Kings- 
ton Hill, Surrey, England. . From The 
Sunday School Chronicle. ° 


Better than Not at All. — Nevertheless 
certain men of Asher and Manasseh and of 
Zebulun humbled themselves, and came to 
Jerusalem (v. 11). If we cannot obey God 
cheerfully and willingly, it is better to obey 
him anyway than to continue to disobey his 
commands. Miss Slattery at Northfield told 
of seeing a little girl making mud-pies in the 
street and hearing her mother calling to her 
to take a nap, the child replied: **I don’t 
want a nap; I want to make pies.’’? Several 
times more the mother called, until finally 
the child left her play, unwillingly, but slowly 
walking toward her mother, and said, ‘1 
ain’t comin’; I ain’t comin’.’’ Miss Slat- 
tery smiled at the mother in the window, who 
said, ‘‘I can wait patiently as long as she 
comes toward me.’’ So God deals with his 
children, lovingly and patiently, even though 
in our hearts we may say, ‘‘1’m not coming, 
Lord,’’ but all the time obeying, even unwill- 
ingly. — Mary E. Watson, Hartford, Conn, 

Prevailing Prayer.— Hezekiah had prayed 
for them (v. 18). More than half a century 
ago George Miiller began to pray for a group 
of friends. I asked Mr. Miiller a short time 
before he diéd if he had asked anything of 
God that had not been granted, and he told 
me he had prayed sixty-two years, three 
months, five days, two hours—with his math- 
ematical precision—for two men to be con- 
verted, and neither of them showed any signs 
of that happening. I said, ‘* Do you expect 
God to convert them?’ ‘*Certainly. Do you 
suppose that God would put upon his child 
for sixty-two years the burden of two souls if 
he had no purpose of their conversion ?’’ 
Shortly afterwards he died, and 1 was preach- 
ing in his pulpit, in Bristol, and referred to 
this occurrence. As I was going out a lady 
said: ‘* One of those men was my uncle, and 
he was converted, and died a few weeks 

o.’? I understand that the other man was 
brought to Christ in Dublin.—7Zhe Rev. 
Ernest A. Lagerstrom, Dorchester, Mass, 
Quotation from Dr, A. T. Pierson. 

The Easy Chair.—7%eir prayer came up 
to his holy habitation (v. 27). A woman in 
humble circumstances, the mother of four 
children, was suddenly bereft of her husband. 
She took up her burden with calmness and 
patience, toiling early and late that her chil- 
dren might obtain an education. A friend 
said to her one day, ‘‘ Do you never get tired 
or discouraged?”’ ‘*Oh, yes!’ was the 
reply, ‘* quite often, but when I think I can 
go no farther, or do no more, I go and rest 
in my easy chair.’’ ‘+ Easy chair?”’ said her 
friend, looking around the bare room. 
**Yes, said the woman, ‘‘ would you like to 
see it? Come with me.”” She led her into 
a small, scantily furnished bedroom, and, 
taking her by the hand, knelt by the bedside, 
and the toil-worn, burdened woman prayed 


as if she was face to face with God. Rising, 
she said, ‘* Now I feel rested, and am — 
for work again, Prayer is m an chair,” 
There is no home so low or humble, no life 
so bare or destitute, but can have the easy 
chair of prayer.—/Jennie L. Noble, Frankiin, 
N.Y. From the Record of Christian Work. 
The prise for this week is awarded to this 
illustration. . 


From the Platform 
By Philip E. Howard 


A Before the Lesson.—Our Father, 
in thy mercy thou hast had patience with our 
waywardness. We turn to thee for thy forgive- 
ness this day. We look up to thee lovin 
confidence, knowing our own helplessness an 
unwisdom, and thine infinite resources for our 
=—s need. Turn not away from us, O God, 
but let thy mercy continue, as we yield all that 
we have to thee. ‘Take from our lives all that 
bars the incoming of thy Spirit in fulness, and 
cleanse us especially of the pride of self that is 
the friend ofyevery evil thought and desire. In 
Jesus’ ‘name’we pray. Amen. = ~* 

After the Lesson.—A boy had disobeyed 
his father, and, in the talk that followed, 
nothing that the father sdid seemed to make 
any impression on the boy. With sullen face 
he kept silent and gave no sign of any sorrow 
for the wrong he had done. Evening came, 
and duty called the father Joe, Moe home. 
He spoke lovingly to the boy, had his good- 
night prayer with him, and yet there was no 
sign of sorrow given by the boy. But the 
little fellow stood in the doorway as his father 
went down the walk to the street. Not all 
was right between them, Suddenly the boy 
ran out into the darkness, caught his father’s 
hand, and as the man turned quickly and 
leaned down to say goodnight once more the 
little fellow threw his arms around his father’s 
neck, and said just one word, but oh, so 
earnestly, ‘‘sorry!’’ It was a great victory 
for the boy. It was a precious moment for 
the father. The goodnight then meant so 
much more. Dear fellow students of a lov- 
ing Heavenly Father’s ways, are any of us 
sullenly facing away from him? How eager 
he is to turn to us! How quickly he hears 
our footsteps, our call, our broken “sorry !’’ 
Have any of us turned away from him? 

write ‘‘turned away’’ on the board]. But 

ezekiah called to the people to do what? 
Yes, turn again to Jehovah—not away. To 
return was his urgent call [erase ‘away ’ and 
write ‘* Re ”’ before ‘‘turn’’ and then “ unto 
Jehovah ’’] 





RETURN 


UNTO 


JEHOVAH 


And what may we expect when we do that ? 
Jehovah will not turn away from us. Not 
only that; but to us, even as to the people 
of Hezekiah’s day, there will come joy, 
power, and a glorious victory over the old 
waywardness. May we not delay a single mo- 
ment-if we have been at all away from God ! 


PHILADELPHIA, 











Lesson Hymns and Psalms 


** Jesus shall reign where’er the sun."’ 
** Supreme in wisdom as in power." 
‘* Tarry with me, O my Saviour.” 

** Jesus, Saviour, pilot me.”’ 

** I need Thee every hour.”’ 

** O worship the King.*’ 

** Guide me, O thou great Jehovah.” 

** If thou but suffer God to guide thee,”’ 
(References in parentheses are to the metrica) 
Psalm book “‘ Bible Songs.”’) 

Psalm 81 : 1-5 (165 : 1-5). 
Psalm 51 : 6-9 (107 : 2-5). 
Psalm 63 : 1-6 (125 : 1-3). 
Psalm 24 : 1-4 (48 : 1-4). 

Psalm 139 : 1-3, 6, 15 (298 


bd 


Lesson Home-Readings 
. Hezekiah’s Great 


> 1-4). 


M.—2 Chron. 30 : 1-27. 


Passover. 

T.—2 Chron 29 : 1-19 . The Neglected Temple 
Cleansed. 

W.—z2 Chron. 29 : 20-30 . Joyful Resuming of 
Worship. 


T.—2 Chron. 29 : 31-36. . Consecrating them- 
selves unto the Lord. 

F.—2 Chron. 31 : 1-10 . 
Lord's House. 

S.~—2 Chron, 31: 11-21. . . The Service of the 
Lord’s House Reorganized. 


. « The Tithes for the 





S.—2 Chron. 35 ° 1-19. The Great Passover 
under Josiah. 
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For the Primary Teacher 
By Mrs. Mary Foster Bryner 


OTE To TEACHERS.—The second Sun- 
day of June is quite generally observed 
as Children’s ae Our prepara- 

tion for it and our joyous service with its 
special offering, may be compared to Heze- 
kiah’s great Passover, Make your room at- 
tractive with flowers. 

The Golden Text suggested with this les- 
son does not express the truth which is most 
ae for children, although it is in- 
cidentally emphasized, regarding those who 
were permitted to partake of the feast be- 
cause their hearts were right, that they had 
been unable to:observe the usual ceremonies 
of preparation, owing to the shortness of 
time. The spirit of our Children’s Day and 
Hezekiah’s feast-day may be expressed by 
Psalm 100; 2. ‘Serve the Lord with glad- 
ness ; come before his presence with singing.’’ 

Lesson Teaching.—Our special days and 
sabbaths should be filled with joyful worship 


and praise. 
Introduction. Repeat: 
* This is the day for the children, 
Let us be 


ad in its we ; 
We have gathered the lilies and roses, 
Blooming in gardens so bright."’ 


Talk with the children informally about the 
flowers and other decorations, also the 
special songs and recitations, and the prepa- 
rations for the day. If you prepared the 
pretty box for a special offering (as suggested 
in the outlines for the lesson of April 23) put 
it in a conspicuous place. Although the 
Children’s Day program may require more 
time than usual, the lesson should not be 
omitted, but may be shortened. 

Lesson.—Did you ever wish that Christ- 
mas might last a week? Why? Think of 
the poor children who have never celebrated 
Christmas, because nobody ever told: them 
about it! How: much they have missed ! 
You would not Jet your parents forget it, 
would you? 

Once upon a time there lived a nation of 
people who for many years forgot their feast- 
day which meant as much to them as Christ- 
mas does tous. Their new king Hezekiah, 
found out that God had commanded these 
children of Israel to remember the Passover 
every year, so he set his heart on making it 
a great glad day for feasting and worship. 

There was much work to be done to get 
ready, for God’s temple in Jerusalem was the 
place for the services, and Hezekiah found 
the temple very dirty, because it hadn’t been 
used much, Even the temple yard or courts 
had to be cleaned up first, so Hezekiah put 
the Levites to work to doit. They scraped 
the dirt into piles, then carried it away and 
dumped it from the hill into the brook Kid- 
ron, They worked hard for eight days be- 
fore they had cleaned to the porch and door 
of the temple. 

The doors wouldn’t shut right; the lamps 
hadn’t been used for along time, the floors 
were dirty, and everything hanging around 
was dusty. The Levites worked eight more 
days before the inside was cleaned. ‘Then 
Hezekiah sent out invitations to the Passover 
feast by messengers, like the one in the pic- 
ture. He had made everything ready, and 
wanted all to. come to worship the Lord with 
gladness, 

Some folks thought it was a joke, and 
wouldn’t come, They laughed at the mes- 
senger, but others believed and came to the 
feast and had a joyous time, Sing: 


** Enter into his gates with thanksgiving 
And into his courts with praise ’’ 
(Carols. 


There was a great choir of singers, also 
music upon harps and trumpets (chap. 29 : 
26-28) during the offering upon the altar. 
After that the king and all that were with 
him bowed and worshiped. Then they sang 
again and had a happy time. 

With willing hearts they had brought their 
offerings. During the feast the people broke 
down all the idols, and threw ghem down the 
hill into the brook Kidron, because they 
meant to worship the true God. The Lord 
who looketh on the heart was pleased to 
have them worship him. 

When the first week was over they asked 
to stay longer. There was plenty of food, so 
they stayed another week to worship and 
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praise God and there was great joy, There 
were yet so many offerings that they had to 
store some in the rooms about the temple. 
I wonder what our offering will be on this 
Children’s Sunday. (Explain your special 
object.) 

e do not stay a week at a time in God’s 
house but we try to come once a week, and 
every Sunday we ought to ** Serve the Lord 
with gladness and come before his presence 
with singing.’’ 

Home Work.—Let each child learn this 
verse, (Give out typewritten copies.) 


** Our voices sing praises for gifts God has 


sent, 
For friends, for our parents and homes ; 
We love to tell of his goodness to us 
And praise Him when Children’s Day 
comes."’ 
(Carols) 
Cuicaco, ILL. 


My Class of Girls 
By Helen Gill Lovett 


VER in England, in June, the greatest 
coronation ever witnessed is to take 
place. Preparations have been going 

on for months. Millions of dollars have been 
spent, and rulers and the greatest men from 
every nation have been invited. Nations all 
over the world will rejoice with Great Britain 
in the coronation of King George 'V. 

Any great event from a coronation to a 
birthday party you might have may be studied 
under four headings: (1) The Preparation ; 
(2) the Invitations; (3) the Great Event; (4) 
the Results. 

When Hezekiah was king of Judah he 
planned a great celebration of the Passover, 
which resulted in a great revival sweeping 
over the nation. Here we wrote our title 
and four headings. Under the first we noted 
the preparation of (a) himself, (4) the temple, 
(c) the priests, (@) the civil officers. The girls 
read Hezekiah’s character (2 Chron, 29: 2; 

1:21), and his purpose, and told what it 
ndicated that he should have begun his work 
in the first year of his reign. e hoted that 
a real leader never hesitates when the op- 
portunity is placed before him. 

Then Hezekiah ordered the temple 
cleansed. I wonder why it needed cleans- 
ing. Near our home is a house with doors 
and windows closed tight. Plaster is falling 
from the verandah roof, and the grass plot 
before it is neglected. Papers and debris 
have been blown into corners. It bears a 
‘¢ To rent,’’ but this is not needed to tell the 
public that the house is unoccupied and 
neglected. How else would you know? 
This is a picture of the temple. The girls 
read chapter 29: 5,6. Why is Hezekiah 
doing this? 

The leader is consecrated and the place pre- 

ared, Let us now note Hezekiah’s helpers. 
We read about the Levites and their work,and 
noted the added power in the renewal of the 
vows of such a group. We then read in 
29 : 20 the call to the princes to add their 
influence. We spoke of the effect in our 
country of a consecrated leader of reform 
who should be backed by enthusiastic and 
consecrated ministers and political leaders. 

Our next topic was the invitations. What 
kind were they? To whom were they sent? 
I explained ‘‘ from Dan to Beersheba.’’ For 
what occasion were they sent? How were 
they sent. How were they received? We 
noted Israel's invitation and response. 

What was this great event? What did the 
Passover commemorate? I told the girls 
something of the details of the celebration in 
the homes to-day. What was the special 
object of this Passover? What had happened 
in Israel? I explained that the time was not 
that appointed by law, but that under any 
circumstances the spirit of the law was more 
acceptable than accurate date. What was 
Hezekiah’s part? Verse 18 told us of his 
prayer; verse 22 of his encouraging speech, 
and verse 24 of his contribution. I explained 
why Hezekiah so prayed, and we marked and 
memorized 1 Samuel 16: 7. How long 
ought this feast to have lasted? How long 
did it last? Why? 

The importance of this event is seen in 
two great results. Chapter 31: 1 told us of 
the voluntary destruction of their idols and 
altars, and 31 : 5-7 told of the liberal giving 
of the tithes. We noted the effects of the 
revival upon the purses as well as hearts. 

Tell me, therefore, what are the things 
necessary for man to do before God sends a 
great revival. What value to a nation is 
the celebration of its church festivals? What 





THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


great results come from choosing a ruler who 
serves God faithfully in his office ? 


Home Work on Next Week's Lesson 


Read again of the great Passover of Heze- 
kiah. | Write from memory 1 Samuel 16: 7. 

Read 2 Kings 16: 1-9, Note the sister 
nations at war with each other. What mis- 
take did Judah make in choosing Assyria to 
help her instead of'a better helper? 

Read 2 Kings 17 : 1-6. How did Samaria 
fall? Who conquered her? 

Read 2 Kings 17: 7-23. Find the —~ 
Israel is to suffer. What has been her of- 
fense ? 

Read 2 Kings 17 : 24-28. Tell who came 

to live in Samaria? Can you see now whya 
Jew in Jesus’ time hated the Samaritans? 
. Read Proverbs 29:1. Write it from mem- 
ory. How did Israel harden her neck? 
Read 2 Kings 17 : 1-6, 

PHILADELPHIA. 
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Your Class of Boys 
And One New Pfan Every Week 
By Amos R. Wells 


OUR class will have a confused idea of 
the history of Judah right here if you 
do not spend. some time in giving color 

to the reigns of Jotham and Ahaz, which we 
pass over in the regular lessons, Place be- 
fore the class an enlargement of the Foot- 
rule of History, to which you have added 
**J’’ and ‘*A”’ at the close of the fifth inch 
of the lower rule, and ‘* H’’ for Hezekiah in 
the middle of the sixth inch, Review the 
leading names, : 

Using a pencil tablet, and having the class 
copy your work, make an outline drawing of 
a door, for the temple entrance which Jotham 
constructed. Print ‘*Jotham’’ above it. 
Write on the left side ‘*God,’’ to indicate 
the worship of Jehovah which went on back 
of that door ; and on the right side ‘* Idols,’’ 
to indicate the idolatry which Jotham allowed 
among the people. 

Write next ‘‘ Ahaz,’’ and draw after his 
name five or six flames, asking the class why 
you do it, and bringing out the king’s cruelty 
in making his son pass through the idolatrous 
fires of Molech, tn next an arrow point- 
ing toward ‘‘ Ahaz,’’ and ask what nations 
attacked him. Print on the right of the 
arrow ‘‘ Syria, Israel.’? Draw next an arrow 
pointing toward the latter names and ask 
what nation Ahaz foolishly called in to attack 
his foes, writing to the right of the latter 
arrow, ‘* Assyria.’’ 

Still further emphasize the characters of 
these rulers by drawing a line (the pupils 
copying all this), slanting first upward and 
then downward, and asking what king began 
well and ended ill, as a leper; print “ Uz- 
ziah’’ along this line. Continue it with an 
upward line, printing along it **Jotham’’; a 
downward line, printing ‘‘ Ahaz,’’ and an- 
other upward line, printing ‘*‘ Hezekiah.” 

This Week’s Novelty.—Ask the class 
what holiday of all the year they consider the 
chief. . Christmas, undoubtedly; though if 
they were wiser they would say Easter, Ask 
what was the chief holiday of the ancient 
Hebrews: the Passover. Then bring out a 
square pasteboard box, which you have con- 
verted into the semolance of an Eastern 
house, I find that it is not necessary to 
make it very elaborate. Simply cut a door 
in one side, hinging it and using a bent pin 
for a door-knob, drawing the door-posts on 
either side and the lintel above. Explain 
that in that hot country they seldom have 
windows on the outside of the houses ; also, 
they wish to avoid danger from robbers. 
Make a large opening in the box cover for 
the open central court, out of which the 
various rooms of the house open. Get one 
of the class to tell the story of the first Pass- 
over, and how the holiday got its name. 

Then appoint one of the boys as ‘*the 
head of the house,’’ and ask him what he 
would do, if he were a modern Hebrew, to 
celebrate this deliverance of his nation. It 
will be best to instruct him privately in the 
Jews’ manner of observing the feast. As he 
tells about the striking of the lamb’s blood 
on the doorposts and the lintel, place red 
marks on those parts of your mimic house, 
using red crayon. 

Next pass to the story of the lesson, which 
you will. bring. out by a series of carefully 
prepared questions, each written on a large 
piece of cardboard, and the whole placed in 
the ‘*courtyard’’ of your pasteboard house, 
the first question on top and the rest in order 





beneath. The boys will.draw them out one 
at a time, and each will read his question 
aloud before he answers it. Among the 
questions be sure to insert these: ‘* What 
had become of the Passover observance dur- 
ing the reigns of Ahaz and other evil kings ?’’ 
** Who restored the Passover observance ?”’ 
‘*Why did Hezekiah want to restore the 
Passover feast?’’ - ‘ How early in his reign 
did Hezekiah begin his Passovers?’’ ** When 
is the best time to begin to do your duty?” 
‘*In what month should the Passover have 
been celebrated?’’ And so on, following 
the details of the account. 
End the exercise with this question : 
‘* What would the congregation think if next 
Sunday our tor should go up the aisle 
leading a lamb, and should proceed to kill it 
in front of the pulpit, and throw its blood on 
the pulpit ?’’ y have we Christians given 
up this old ceremony, full of meaning and 
memories as it was? Have the boys repeat 
in concert, ‘* Christ our er is sacrificed 
for us.’’ Explain the sentence, and take this 
git oppartanity to urge the boys to take 
ist’s loving sacrifice and make it theirs 
for all eternity. Have them bow their heads 
while you offer earnest prayer that this shall 
be the result of the lesson. 


Home Work on Next Week’s Lesson 
Learn about the kings of Israel following 


eroboam II by reading 2 Kings 15 : 8-31. 
Make a list of those ) ong Read ali of “ 


2 Kings 17, paying especial attention to 
verses 1-18, y was Samaria captured? 
What enemies are seeking to capture our 
country? What is our only safety against 
them? 
Boston, 
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. The Adult Bible Class 
By President Frank K. Sanders, D.D. 


The Passover and Reformation of Heze- 
kiah (2 Kings 18: 1-8 : 2 Chron. 29: 31). 


CONDUCTING THE CLASS SESSION. 


t te date of the reformation and passover 


of Hezekiah is one of the standing 

puzzles of the historian of the Hebrew 
people. 
Scripture narrative to the year of Hezekiah’s 
accession are such as to suggest two possible 
dates, 715 B. C. or about 720 B.C. Again 
because the facts of the reign, as we have 
them, would seem to locate the great refor- 


mation most naturally after the Great Deliv- , 


erance of 7or B.C. But the Chronicler is 
very explicit (29 : 3) indating the beginnings 
of the movement for reform in the very first 
year of Hezekiah’s reign” and in the first 
month. 

With what significant act did the young king 
begin the task of religious reform ? (2 Chron. 
29 : 3.) How can we account for this policy 
in a son of Ahaz? Evidently the young king 
had long meditated over the step, for he is 
reported to have lost no time when once 
seated on his throne. What instructions did 
he give to the guardians of the temple ? (29: 
5, 11.) Does the condition of which he com- 
plained reflect upon their fidelity? How 
long did the work of cleansing the temple 
and its appurtenances last? (29: 17.) What 
was the next step taken by the king, and 
why did he associate the ‘‘ princes’’ with 
him? (29 : 20-24.) What effect did this 
public service have upon the people of Jeru- 
salem? (29: 31-36.) 

So far the reform had been local. The 
king had wished to cleanse the sanctuary and 
to revive the loyalty of the worshipers, but now 
he planned a nation-wide movement. Doubt- 
less during the era of temple neglect the an- 
nual festivals had been in abeyance, or, at 
least, the Passover. 


Whom did Hezekiah wish to include 
among those who should keep the sover 
of commemoration at Jerusalem ? hy did 


it have to be celebrated in the second month? 
(v. 2; comp. 29:17.) How did the Levit- 
ical law provide for the keeping of the pass- 
over by those who were prevented from cel- 
ebrating it at the regular time? (Num. 9: 
70, 11.) Wherein was Hezekiah’s emerg- 
ency a parallel one? What indicates that 
the custom of celebrating the passover at the 
regular time had been allowed to fall into 
abeyance? (vs. 3, 5.) 

The appeal of King Hezekiah to the whole 
nation was an earnest one (30 : 6-9). Itwas 
particularly a friendly message to those still 
living in the regions devastated by the Assyr- 
ian armies. If the time of sending forth this 
message was the first year of Hezekiah’s 


First because the references in the. 
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reign, then ae must have referred to the in- 
vasion of Tiglath-pileser, described in 2 Kings 
15: 19. What did the king specifically invite 
the Northern Israelites to do? (v. 8). How 
much of a change in their religious and po- 
litical customs would have been implied by 
worshiping at the temple of Jerusalem ? 

What sort of reception did the messen- 
gers get in the north? How widely e- 
sentative of Israel and Judah was the gather- 
ing which finally assembled at Jerusalem ? 
Imagine the great throng which got together 
at the royal invitation, many of them, perhaps 
all of them, aroused for the first time in their 
personal experience over their own remiss- 
ness in the past. It was a great service 
which the young king rendered, —the assem- 
‘bling of the best people of Judah and some of 
the men and women of Israel bad a common 
religious purpose. When e get together 
eke doin of that which they have hith- 
erto ign the time is ripe for other re- 
forms. 


What were the altars which they took 
away in their zeal for reform? (v. 14.) ‘Per- 
haps those erected by Ahaz (2 Chron, 28: 
24). This act indicates the sincerity of the 
wave of reform which swept over king aud 


lar 5 

hy were the ‘‘ priests and the Levites ’’ 
ashamed when the passover was killed? 
Perhaps 29 : 34 throws light upan the rea- 


n. 
In what ways did Hezekiah prefer that the 
letter of the law regarding the keeping of;the 
passover should be broken so long as the 
people were faithful to its spirit ? 

ow long was this passover kept beyond 
the usual time, and why? How was each 
day employed? By what word was the feei- 
—< the people expressed ? . 

ry to think out and express the signifi- 
cance to the people of such a revival of, an- 
cient usage as this. Apparentlyfit had not 
been celebrated properly for some time. The 
interval may not have been many years, but 
it was an interval. 

Read chapter 31 to know what was the 
outcome of this great national act of conse- 
cration and repentance. What effect did it 
have upon the men of Israel who had. at- 
tended the passover? (31 : I.) 8 

What matters did Hezekiah then reguigte ? 
"(31 $2; 3.) What was his command regard- 
ing the tithes? How did this result? Does 
it ever harm people to give liberally to the 
work of God? 

Hezekiah’s first year, therefore, was full of 
achievement. He succeeded in making his 
people face about, and even stirred up many 
who were naturally hostile to Judah and Jeru- 
salem to a common share with his people in 
this great passover. 

Hesekiah’s First Act. To what did the 
young king give his first attention? Was 
this, apparently, an act of mere impulsive 
enthusiasm or of deliberate policy? 

What He Had to Do to the Temple. How 
great was the need for renovation and re- 
form ? . 

The Work of the Levites. How long were 
they about the task of cleansing the temple ? 

The Reconsecration Service. Who took 
part in it? What class of participants was 
too few? What effect did it have upon the 
people ? 

The Great Passover. Why was the date 
delayed? Who outside of Judah were in- 
vited to participate? How many days did it 
continue ? 

Its Varied Effects. What were the per- 
sonal results to the people? How did Heze- 
kiah seek to make these results permanent ? 
In what three ways did he show his ‘‘sancti- 
fied common sense’? in this incident ? 


Booxs THAT May BE Usep. 


Bennett’s ‘* Chronicles,’’ in the Expositor’s 
Bible commentary, pages 427-438, has excel- 
lent comments on these chapters. So has 
Curtis in ‘* Chronicles,’’ in the International 
Critical Commentary. The brief notes in 
**The One Volume Bible Commentary,’’ 
edited by Dummelow, are helpful. Stanley’s 
*¢ Jewish Church,”’ ii, 396-401, connects the 
revival and reconsecration of the temple with 
the prediction of Micah: and its influence in 
stirring up the king and people to repentance 
(see Jeremiah 26 : 18, 19). 

DaiLy Home Work on NExtT LEsson. 

The lesson for June 18 is found in 2 Kings 
15 2 8-305 17 2 1-44. 

Monday.—Read 2 Kings 15 : 8-16, the 
two brief reigns of Zechariah and Shallum 
over Israel. The former was the heir of the 





powerful Jeroboam II, but a weakling. 
( Continued on page 258) 
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| to Secure Valued Books 


for about % Price 


-@ it has been the purpose of The Sunday. School Times 
' to publish standard needed books—not a large list built up 
quickly, but a good list gradually growing, large. 


@ Summer prices are set on a few of our books because 
we have. more copies on hand than we wish to carry 


over to the autumn. 


The books. are all from regular stock, 


undamaged, and each book has a real place waiting for it 
in the library of the Christian worker or careful Bible 


student. 


@ These prices are for acceptance until August I. The 
. publishers will pay the postage. 


Studies in Oriental Social Life 


H. Clay Trumbull, D.D. A rich fund 
of side-lights on Bible characters and customs 
as studied in the life of the East by a keen- 
eyed American scholar who knew how to see 
and say the things that every one wants to 
know about Oriental customs. Popular edi- 
tion, illustrated, $1.50. Summer price, 85 
cents. 


Archeology’s Solution of Old 
Testament Puzzles 


How pick and spade are answering the de- 
structive criticism of the Bible. By the Rev. 
John Urquhart. You have weaned just such 
a book to bring within small compass some of 
the chief results of archeological work. Cloth 
covers ; 60 pages, 30 cents. Summer price, 
15 cents. 


St. Jude’s 

By Dr. John Watson (Ian Maclaren), with an 
introduction by Ralph Connor. Strong char- 
acter sketches, akin to those found in ‘‘ Beside 
the Bonnie Brier Bush.” $1.00. Summer 
price, 50 cents. 


A Lie Never Justifiable 

By H. Clay Trumbull. A critical study of 
the principles underlying truth-telling, and a 
practical consideration of the everyday appli- 


cation of those principles. 75cents. Summer 
price; 35 cents. 


My Life and the 
Story of the Gospel Hymns 


By Ira D. Sankey. This book contains 


Mr. Sankey’s story of his own life, and_tells 


the stories of scores of gospel hymns—how 
they came to be written, or the incidents of 


_ their use all over the world. 24 illustrations ; 


410 pages, $1.50. Summer price, 75 cents. 


The “Principles and 
Practice” Series 
By H. Clay Trumbull. The set, six vol- 
umes in a box, $3.00; each, 50 cents. 
Ourselves and Others. 210 pages. 
Aspirations and Influences. 188 pages. 
Seeing and Being. 204 pages. 
Practical Paradoxes. 192 pages. 
Character Shaping and Character Show- 
ing. 201 pages. 
Duty-Knowing and Duty-Doing. 208 pp. 


Summer price, 25 cents each. $1.50 
for the set. 


Light on the Old Testament 
from Babel 


By the Rev. A. T. Clay, Ph.D. Anauth- 
oritative statement of the results of recent arch- 
swological discoveries, and the light they throw 


on Old Testament history. The book is abun- 
dantly illustrated, many of the pictures never 
having been published before. $2.00. Summer 
price, $1.00. 


What Shall a Young Girl Read? 


By Margaret E. Sangster. Definite sug- 
gestions as to the best books for young girls— 
a great help to parents as well as to the girls 
themselves. 50 cents. Summer price, 30 
cents. 


Our Misunderstood Bible 


By H. Clay Trumbull. This volume has 
gathered into compact form many of the com- 
ments resulting from Dr, Trumbull’s critical 
study of well-known Scripttre passages, and 
reverses some common notions about Bible 
meanings, while illuminating obscure passages 
that have puzzled many. $1.00. ummer 


price, 60 cents. 


just a Minute 


A little book of daily readings by Dr. 
Charles Frederic Goss. Dr. Goss has a way 
of getting folks’ thoughts out of ruts. 50 cents, 
Summer price, 25 cents. 


In Tribulation; or, 
The Blessing of Trials 


By H. Clay Trumbull. 150 pages. 50 
cents. Summer price, 25 cents. 
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(Continued from page 296) 
Tuesday.— Read 2 Ki 15 : 14, 16, 17- 
22, the reign of Mekdhen’ the usurper ; is 
cruelty aad how he “‘ saved ’’ his kingdom by 

a prompt tribute to Tiglath-pileser. 
Ww .—Read 2 Kings 15 : 23-31, 
the Assyrian invasion which ended Pekah’s 


.—Read 2 Kings 17: 1-6, the 
reign of Hoshea and final downfall of the 
kingdom. ’ 


Friday.— Read 2 Kings 17 : 7-18, the rea- 
son why Jehovah had to bring the nation to 
an end, 

Saturday.—Read 2 Kings 17 : 19-28, the 
attempt to make the new settlers in Samaria 
worshipers of Jehovah. . 

Sunday.—Kead Read 2 Kings 17 : 29-41, 
the mixed worship which prevailed afterward. 


THE Next Lesson OUTLINED FoR STUDY. 


(The references in parentheses are to articles 
in next week’s issue of the ‘limes.] 


1. The Sudden Weakening of the North- 

ern Kingdom. a oe een years of 
the death of Jeroboam II, how many changes 
of dynasty had taken place in the Northern 
Kingdom? (2) How many of these changes 
were brought about by murder? (Sanders, 
2, 3.) 
2. The Part Played by Assyria. (3) Into 
what relationship with Assyria did one sov- 
ereign of Israel enter? (4) What was the oc- 
casion of the invasion described im 2 Kings 
15:29? Compare 16: 7-9 and Isaiah 7 : 
1-9. (5) Why did Shalmaneser finally besiege 
Samaria? (6) How long did the city hold 
out? (Sanders, 3-5 ; Sayce, throughout.) 

3. The Deportation. (7) Where was Is- 
raél taken to? (8) Find out how many were 
actually deported as reported by the annals 
of the king (Ross, 1; Sanders, 6). 

4. its Significance. (9) Why did the 
Northern Kingdom fall? (10) Who was to 
blame? (Wells, 6; Ross, 3-5 ; Sanders, 7.) 

WasHBuRN Co.Liece, Topeka, Kansas. 





| Children at Home 





How Audrey Went to School. 


By Sarah N. McCreery 


UDREY PARKE did not start to school 
when she was six years old for the 
schoolhouse was three miles from her 

home, but her mother taught her every day. 

When she was seven Mrs. Parke said, 
‘* Audrey must go to school this year,’’ but 
the question of how she should get there came 
up again. 

**] can go on Prince, of course, said 
Audrey, as if that settled the matter. Prince 
was her Shetland pony, and she spent much 
time each day riding him about the farm. 

** You could not do that, for there is no 

lace to keep Prince at the schoolhouse ; and 
besides the older boys would ride him at 
noon,’’ objected Mr. Parke. 

‘* We might train Prince to take Audrey to 
school in the morning, then come home and 
go back for her in the afternoon,’’ suggested 
Mrs. Parke. ; 

Mr. Parke shook his head doubtfully. ‘*I 
do not believe Prjnce would do it, but we 
can give him a week’s training and see.’’ 

On Monday morning, Audrey rode Prince 
to school and her father went along to bring 
him home. In the afternoon he brought the 
pony back to the schoolhouse again, This 
was done every day for the first week of 
school, then the second Monday morning 
Audrey went alone. When she reached the 
schoolhouse, she dismounted and threw the 
bridle over the saddle-horn and said, ‘* Home, 
Prince.’’? The pony trotted off obediently. 

** Prince will come home all right,’’ Mr. 
Parke remarked as the pony turned in at the 
gate,’’ but-he may. not go back to the school- 
house alone, we will wait and see.’’ 

At three o’clock that afternoon, Mr. Parke 
saddled and bridled Prince, and started him 
down the road toward the schoolhouse. 
When Audrey came out from school at four 
o’clock, Prince was patiently waiting for her. 

**IT told you, Father, that Prince would 
learn to go home alone and then come back 
for me, and he has proved it,’’ she said as 
she stopped at her own gate where her father 
and mother were waiting for her. 

So Prince carried Audrey to and from 
school until she was ready to go to the High 
School in the city, and every evening he had 
a lump of sugar as a reward for his day’s work. 


Bur.inctTon, Iowa. 
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The Young People’s 
Prayer-Meeting 
By Robert E. Speer 





Sunday, June 11, 1911 


Why I Love Christ (1 Pet. 1 : 3-25. 
Honorary members’ meeting). 





Daily Readings for Preceding Week 
MON.—Because he loves me (1 John 4 : 18, 


19). 

“TuEs —He saved me (Rom. § : 8-11). 

see ti me (Gal. 2:20; Rom. 
’ + 10). —_ ’ 

THUR.—He keeps me (Jude 24, 25). 

FRI.—He guides me (John ro : 4,.27-30). ; 

SAT.—He cleanses me (1 John 1 : 7-10),: 











How do you show your love to Christ? ,, 
How did Christ show his love to men ?, .», 
How can we increase our love to.Christ ?: 


HATEVER reason we may give for 
loving Christ, the real reason, whether 
we know it or not, is Christ’s love 

for us. As Jone says, ‘*We love because 
he first loved us.’’ And Governor Wilson 
sof New Jersey closed ar address on ‘‘Spiritual 
Leadership and Individual Responsibility,’’ 
with the same truth. ‘‘ The only person liv- 
ing through whom we shall love is our Saviour, 
foone Christ.’’ There is no love that is not 

is. Whatever love we feel for him is just 
his own great love loving in us. If we think 
we have any love or goodness of our own, 
we are mistaken, It is all Christ’s. Every 
grace and beauty of character, every true 
thought or impulse or word, every whisper 
or ministry of true love is Christ’s. It is 
sign of his presence and his work. We leve, 
then, whether Christ or any one else, because 
Christ first loved us. 

One Sunday afternoon in New York City 
not long ago at a religious meeting, a gentle- 
man was talking to men about Hofmagn’s 
pictures of our Lord, He had an excellent 
collection of them in stereopticon slides 
which he was showing to this crowd of men. 
He reseryed until the last Hofmann’s picture 
of Jesus as a Jad talking with the doctors in 
the temple. As he threw the picture on the 
screen, a beautifully colored picture, he told 
the story of how he came to be in possession 
of his copy of it. He had gone to visit 
Hofmann, he said, immediately after the com- 
em of that painting, and Hofmann gave 

im the first copy. He brought that copy 
home and put it in his business office in New 
York City. 

One day, as he was sitting there, a judge 
from the Supreme Court of one of the New 
England States came in to consult him about 
some business. _ He saw the picture standing 
on the easel. Instantly his eyes were at- 
tracted to it. He looked at it all the time 
he was discussing his business, and after the 
business was over he sat a little while still 
looking at the picture, and then went away. 
Later in the morning he came back and said, 
‘*T want to see that Boy again.’’ He was 
invited to sit down, and he sat down and 
gazed at that face, at those great open eyes, 
at that look of purity, which speaks of such 
hope and strength for men. He sat for 
nearly an hour looking at it, and then got up, 
his eyes very moist, and walked away. In 
the afternoon he came back and said, ‘‘I 
would like to see that picture of the Boy once 
more.’’ The owner gave it to him, and said, 
**Go into my private office, sit down and 
look at it’as long as you want to.’”’ He took 
the picture and went into the office and laid 
it down in his lap and cried over it. An 
hour passed, and then he came out and laid 
the picture down, and with tears running 
down his cheeks he said, ‘‘ The Boy has con- 
quered me.’’ And he went out from the 
room with the picture of that Boy lingering 
in his life and transforming it. He is living 
now, said the ‘speaker, in his own state, an 
influential Christian man, teaching scores of 
young then id bis Bible class of Him unto 
whom he had looked away, and by whom he 
had been changed. 

Do we love Christ? Peter said he did. 
But did he? What was the meaning of the 
talk which Jesus had with him on the shores 
of Galilee and those searching questions of 
which we read in the last chapter of the Gos- 
pel of John? If Christ should talk thus with 
us, what could we say to him? 

If we love him, there are evidences which 





will prove it (John 14 : 15; 15 : 14). 














LESSON FOR JUNE II (2 Chron. 30) 





FEW books are here mentioned that 
furnish useful reading on the current 

Old Testament International Lessons, 
—not the only books of their kind, perhaps 
not in every case even the best books of their 
kind, but books that are worth reading. Let 
us understand at the outset that the rule to 
recommend for reading only such books as 
one wholl is an i ible rule ; 
and that this is in an unusual di true of 
the books that are best worth reading as 
sidelights on the current Sunday-school les- 
sons. Whatever be your point of view, some 
of the books now to be mentioned contain 
matters that will seem to you objectionable. 
In present conditions there are no perfectly 
safe books except for discriminating readers. 
** The Ancestry of Our English Bible,’’ by 
Ira M. Price (The Sunday School Times, 
2907, $1.50), is a good all around history of 
the Bible, from the earliest manuscripts to the 
American Standard revision. It inckides, of 
course, an’ account of the King James Bible. 
The book notices speak highly of ‘* The 
Aythorized Version of the Bible and Its In- 
fluence,’’ by Albert F. Cook of Yale Univer- 
sity, just published by Putnams, $1 net. A 
work containing fuller information is the 
** Handbook of the English Versions of the 
Bible,’’ by J. I. Mombert (Appleton & Co., 
1883, $1.50). ‘*The Roman Catholic and 
Protestant Bibles Compared’? (the Gould 


’ Prize Essays, published by The Bible Teach- 


ers’ Training School, New York, 1905, 50 cents 
in paper), is too compact to be easy reading, 
but is rich in information. In connection 
with the three hundredth anniversary of the 
King James Bible, our periodical press is 
this year full of matter concerning English 
translations, and of the mention of books on 
the subject. 

George Adam Smith’s ‘‘ Historical Geog- 
raphy of the Holy Land’’ (Doran, 1895, 
$3.75), is a standard work, and is lucid and 
readable. Briefer and less expensive, and 
thoroughly good, is ‘* The Land of Israel,’’ 
by Robert L. Stewart (Revell, 1899, $1.50). 

The book best up to date in the presenta- 
tion of the customs, habits, ways of living, 
ideas, which prevailed in Bible times, and 
which ‘ave peisisted until now that they are 
being changed by railroads and electricity, is 
‘<Orientalisms in Bible Lands,’? by E. W. 
Rice (American Sunday School Union, 1910, 
$1 net). But some of the older works, for 
example Thomson’s ‘‘The Land and the 
Book ’’ (Harper, 3 vols, $7.50, $12), are still 
capable of good use. 

Works on exploration constitute the one 
class which it will be most profitable to read 
in connection with the Sunday-school léssons 
for the remainder of the current year. We 
mention a few books of this class, omitting, 
all such as connect themselves mainly with 
the earlier history, and thus omitting most 
books on Egypt. 

For a general view of the explorations of 
the past seventy years and their results, read 
Hilprecht’s ‘‘ Explorations in Bible Lands ”’ 
(Holman & Co., 1903, $3). Look in some 
accessible library for one or more of the 
relatively old books that give details con- 
cerning biblical travel and exploration, bring- 
ing in elements of personal adventure—for 
example, Stanley’s ‘‘Sinai and Palestine,’’ 
or Conder’s ‘‘Tent Work in Palestine.’’ 
Try the veteran Rassam’s ‘‘Asshur and the 
Land of Nimrod ’”’ (Methodist Book Concern, 
1897, 75 cents); or Peters’ ‘‘ Nippur,’”’ two 
volumes (Putnams, 1897, $2.50 per vol.); or 
Jackson’s ‘* Persia Past and Present ’’ (Mac- 
millan, 1906, $4). 

By way of introduction to recent work in 
the Holy Land, read Bliss, ‘‘ The Develop- 
ment of Palestine Exploration ’’ (Scribners, 
1906, $1.50). As bearing on the condi- 
tions in Palestine from long before Abraham to 
the latest Bible times, read the two quarto 
volumes just issued by the Palestinian Explo- 
ration Fund on “ The Excavations of Gezer, 
1902-5 and 1907-9.’ If you prefer a briefer 
account, read Macalister’s ‘* Bible Side- 
lights from the Mound of Gezer’’ (Scrib- 
ner’s, 1906, $1.50). 

Jerusalem is especially to the front in the 
coming Sunday-school lessons. Invaluable 
for our purposes is the volume of Bliss and 
Dickie, ‘* Excavations at Jerusalem ’’ (Pal- 
estinian Exploration Fund, 1898, $4). It 
especially throws light on the building work 
of Nehemiah. George A. Smith’s recent 
work on ‘‘Jerusalem from the Earliest 
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Times to A. D. 70’? is an exhaustive mono- 
graph (Doran, $6, 44 A 
Of especial interest in the coming months 
are the Moabite, Assyrian, Babylonian, and 
Persian texts, which exploration has deci- 
ered for us. Earlier in the year certain 
texts would also have been inter- 
esting. For the Moabite text, and for the 
Assyrian and Babylonian and Persian his- 
tory, the best articles in the religious Dic- 
tionaries and Encyclopedias are very satis- 
factory. Many books have been published 


_giving such passages from the texts as directly 


mention Bible matters, Doubtless the best 
of these is Gressmann’s recent work, ‘ Alt- 
orientalische Texte und Bilder zum Alten 
Testamente ’’ (‘Tiibingen, J. C. B. Mohr, 2 
volumes in one, M. 17); but this is accessi- 
ble only to those who real German. Schra- 
der’s ‘*Cuneiform Inscriptions and the Old 
Testament,”’ translated by Whitehouse in 
1885 (Williams and Norgate, $4 for the 
two volumes), is a standard work, though of 
course not upto date. ‘The Old Testa- 
ment in the Light of the Historical Records 
of Assyria and Babylonia,’? by T. G. 
Pinches (J. B. Young and Co., 1902, $2.50), 
covers much less ground than Schrader, but 
covers it more readably and satisfactorily, 
George Smith’s ‘‘The Assyrian Canon,’’ 
published by Samuel Bagster and Sons more 
than forty years ago, is still possibly the 
most lucid account of the Assyrian chronol- 
ogy, though it discusses some subjects that 
have now become antiquated, and lacks 
some materials that have been more recently 
discovered. 

But books of excerpts, however valuable, 
do not fully serve the purpose of comparing 
the ethnical records with the biblical. One 
cannot make the comparison intelligently 
without reading the whole of certain docu- 
ments—documents,; for example, of Shalma- 
nezer II, of Tiglath-pilezer, of Sargon, Sen- 
nacherib, Cyrus, Darius. As bearing on the 
Bible history, the deeds of these kings in the 
years when they mention Palestine are im- 
portant ; but much more important are their 
deeds in some of the years when they do not 
mention Palestine. Sennacherib was in 
Judah in his fourth year, with the purpose of 
deporting the inhabitants. What we are es- 
pecially interested to know is how the God 
of.nations prevented his accomplishing this 
purpose ; and this we learn from his records 
in the following years, in which he says noth- 
ing of Judah. In such instances we need to 
read complete documents, and not merely 
brief extracts from them. In time these 
documents will be accessible in better shape; 
at present the reader who is not an expert is 
largely dependent on the ‘‘ Records of the 
Past ’’ (Samuel Bagster and Sons, the older 
series of twelve volumes in 1873-78, and the 
newer series of six. volumes in 1888-92, 
$1.25 per volume). Later in the year cer- 
tain Jewish-Aramaic papyri recently discov- 
ered in Egypt will be of great interest. See 
‘Aramaic Papyri Discovered at Assuan,” 
(Sayce and Cowley, London, 1906); ‘*‘ Drei 
Aramfaische Papyruskunden aus Elephant- 
ine,’? (Sachau, Berlin, 1907) ; Toffteen’s 
**Historic Exodus,’’ Appendix; and other 
volumes and articles. 

Such books as have been mentioned are 
more profitable, as a rule, than the second- 
ary works based upon them. But you need 
also to obtain comprehensive views; and this 
need may be met by such books as Breasted’s 
** History of the Ancient Egyptians ’’ (Scrib- 
ners, 1908, $1.25, net); or Winckler’s ‘‘His- 
tory of Babylonia and Assyria ’’ (Scribners, 
$1.50); or the larger ‘‘ History of Babylonia 
and Assyria,’’ by R. W. Rogers, two vol- 
umes (Methodist Book Concern, 1900, $5.00). 

Crockett’s ‘‘ Harmony of Samuel, Kings, 
and Chronicles ’’ (Revell, 1897, $1.50), and 
Little’s ‘* The Royal Houses of Israel and 
Judah,’’ (Funk and Wagnalls, 1901, $3.00), 
are good work, though a harmony is a book 
of reference rather than a book for reading. 
This last remark applies also to works on 
chronology. Beecher’s ‘‘ Dated Events of 
the Old Testament,’? (The Sunday School 
Times Company, 1907, $1.50), is an attempt 
to lead Bible students to examine the data for 
themselves, and to distinguish between the 
dates that are facts and those that are mere 
guesses. The tables give pretty full lists of 
synchronistic events, and these often throw 
great light on the history. 

Commentaries and critical and theological 


“books are in their relations with the Bible 
mainly works for study and reference rather 
than for reading. If, however, one is in- 
terested to know how the critics of certain 
schools think that the books of the Bible were 
produced, and how far the more conservative 


of them think that it is necessary to discount 
the biblical statements of fact, the most con- 
venient book for that pu is Driver’s 


** Introduction,’ (Scribners, last edition 1910, 
$2.50). to these critical opinions 
is Orr’s ‘*The Problem of the Old’ Testa- 
ment,’’ (Scribners, 1906, $1.50).. A defense 
ro neral of the Bible account of the religion 
° 

" dete Religion of Israel,’’ (Whittaker, 
1892, $1.60). 

Whyte’s** Bible Characters, (Revell, $1.25 
per volume, ) offers a series of interesting bio- 
graphical sketches, those of the third volume 
being connected with the current, lessons, 
‘* The Babylonian Religion and: Mythology,” 
by L. W. King (Oxford. University Press, 


resemblances and by contrasts, throw light 
on the religionof Israel, ‘‘ The Blood Cove- 
nant,”? by Henry Clay Trumbull (Scrib- 
ners, 1893, $2.50), and the ‘* Threshold 
Covenant ’’ ($2.50), by the same author, deal 
with permanent factors in the religion of 
Israel, which is really the subject of all our 
lessons, The same may be said of ‘‘ The 
Prophets and the Promise,’’ by Willis J. 
Beecher (Crowell and Co., 1905, $2.). In 
connection with the temperance lessons in 
particular, there is no saner utterance than 
Dr. Trumbull’s little book, ‘‘ Border Lines 
in the Field of Doubtful Practicés ’’ (Kevell, 
1899, $1). 

You may desire to read something from the 
distinctively literary point of view. If so, 
Moulton’s ‘‘ Literary Study cf the Bible ’’ 
(D. C, Heath and Co., 1903, $2), will serve 
your turn. Moulton’s ‘*'The Bible as Litera- 
ture,’’ (Crowell, $1.50, 1896), is a collection 
of essays hy different authors, +‘ Sermons in 
Syntax,’? by John Adams, (T. and T. Clark, 
1908, imported by the Scribners, $1.50), is a 
particularly good specimen of literary method, 


as applied to Bible passages, Admirable in 
the matter of literary appreciation are the 
successive volumes of Professor Genung of 
Amherst College, as puplished by — ig weep: 
Mifflin and Company ? on Sp ** The Epic of 
the Inner Life’? (1891, $1.25; postage 11 
cents); on Ecclesiastes, ‘‘The Words of 
Koheleth ”’ (1904, $1.25), ‘*The Hebrew 
Literature of Wisdom in the Light of To- 
Day ”’ (1906, $2, postage 15 cents). 











Feed You Money 
Feed Your Brain, and It Will Feed You 
Money and Fame 


‘*Ever since boyhood I have been es- 
pecially fond of meats, and I am con- 
vinced I ate too rapidly, and failed to 
masticate my food properly. 

‘The result was that I found myself, 
a few years ago, afflicted with ailments 
of the stomach and kidneys, which in- 
terfered seriously with miy business. 

“At last I took the advice of friends 
and began to eat Grape-Nuts instead of 
the heavy meats, etc., that had consti- 
tuted my former diet. 

‘I found that I was at once: bene- 
fited by the change, that I was soon re- 
lieved from the heartburn and indiges- 
tion that used to follow my meals, that 
the pains in my back from my kidney 
affection had ceased... 

‘*My nerves, which used to be un- 
steady, and my brain, which was slow 
and lethargic from a heavy diet of meats 
and greasy foods, had, not in a moment, 
but gradually, and none the less surely, 
been restored to normal efficiency. 

‘* Now every nerve is steady and my 
brain and thinking faculties are quicker 
and more acute than for years past. 

“After my old style breakfasts I used 
to suffer during the forenoon from a feél- 
ing of weakness which hindered me 
rego in my work, but since I began 
to use Grape-Nuts food I can work till 
dinner time with all ease and comfort.” 
Name given by Postum Co., Battle Creek, 
Mich. 

‘* There’s a reason.” 

Read the little book, ‘‘ The Road to 
Wellville,” in pkgs. 

Ever read the above letter? Anew 
one appears from time to time. They 
are genuine, true, and full of human 
interest. 





ehovah is Professor James Robertson’s | 


$1.25), treats of matters which, both’ by | 


in the trué sense of that much: abused term, | 
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My “Pearl Glass” 
lamp-chimneys are 
clear as crystal. 
They remain so 
throughout long 
service. 

Chimneys made 
of bottle glass are 
dull when you buy 
them. They get 
. mistier in use and 
‘break at the first chance. 

Macbeth “Pearl Glass” 
jlamp-chimneys are tough. 
They are made to last. 


— 


—— ee ee ee 





Reg. U. 8, Pat, Of. 


My name is on every one. I make a lamp- 
chimney for évery burner and my Index tells 
which one to get. Send for it. 


MACBETH, 
Macbeth-Evans Glass Co. Pittsburgh 
Cricaco: PHILADELPHIA : 
178 East Lake Street 42 South Eighth Street 
New York: 19 West 30th Street 


Great 
Victories 


for the 


AMERICAN 
STANDARD 
BIBLE 


At Cincinnati, on October 19, 1910, 
the General Convention of the 


Protestant 
Episcopal ‘Gharch 


adopted .a resolution in favor ot 

the permissive use of the Revised Version. 

The yrs mom Standard Bible is 
the standard text book used in all the great 
universities, theological seminaries, col- 
leges and the Young*Men’s Christian Asso- 
ciation, and is recognized as the best by 
the editors of the 

International Sunday School Lessons 

and the Sunday School publications of the 
great denominational publishing houses. 

The proof of what is being done is 
shown in one order recently received from 
the Gideons for 


25,000 Sina Bibles 
To be delivered by June 1st 


and the presses and bindery will need to 
work night and day to supply them. 

it required over 50 to bring the 
King James revision Into such general 
use as the American Standard is at the 
present time. 

We have the most complete line of Bibles in 
existence, in all sizes of type, all styles of binding, 
and can supply a Bible or lestament to suit any one 
in the King James or American Standard Version. 
For sale by all par Lee epee Prices from 35 

cents up. Send for booklet and price list to 

THOMAS NELSON & SONS 
381 A FOURTH AVENUE, NEW YORK 























HYMNS OF WORSHIP 
AND SERVICE 
for the SUNDAY - SCHOOL 
Published, October, 1908. 
Used and liked in hundreds of schools 


Introductory price, full cloth, cents. Send 
s ae _— 


The Century Co., Union Square, New York 


HALLOW 











HYMNS 
NEW and OLD 


$25 per 100, not prepaid. 35 cents copy by mail. 
THE BIGLOW & CO., New York or Chicago 





Write now. Postal will 
0 F do, Outfits free. Best 
pa, One sold 37 books 

in ; 


in r2hours. ‘‘ The Curse of Dri ut-price Bibles. 


The International Bible House, Dept. S.S., Philadelphia, Pa. 











The Making of a Teacher 
By Martin G. Brumbaugh, Ph.D., LL.D. 
Price, $x.00, net. ‘The Sunday School Times 








Company, 103: Walnut Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 
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THE MAYOR % 
SPOTLESS TOWN 


This is the Mayor of Spotless Town, 
‘The brightest man for miles around. 
The shining light of wisdom can 
Reflect from such a polished man, 
And so he says to high and low: 
“The brightest use SAPOLIO."’ 


Some one: must direct the affairs of 
the city. ually important is the 
cleanliness r the smallest home in 
that city. If thiscan be accomplished 
by sm 1 exertion, “7 small e se, 
so much the better. A cake o 


SAPOLIO 


iu the hands of a bright, active woman 
will keep'a house clean enough for 
the Mayor to live in. 





Parents’ Problems 
By Patterson Du Bois 





As leader of a class in story work, I made some , 
statements that in some way were reported i 
one of our cit ty papers and created a widespread 
discussion. good many vigorous remarks 
attacking my position have been made. 
valu, why a story has such 


sugge estion is of prime importance in all story 
—that through suggestion standards and | 


and imitative action secured. Hence, in telling 
stories to. children they must first be carefully 
tested with reference to what they suggest. In 
illustrating I- cited a number of old, familiar 
stories, and required the class to decide in each 
instance what was suggested. ‘The conclusion 
was reached that even among the familiar folk 
lore stories there are some that are objection- 
able because of their suggestion. For instance, 
the story of Red Riding Hood as it is usuall 
or Requentys told, where at the end the ca 
leaps upon Little Red Riding Hood and eats 
her up. But especially some of the Uncle 
Remus stories, which have for their hero, 
‘** Brother Rabbit,'’ who is invariably the victor 
and is applauded, and who as invariably wins 
this victory by cunning and deceit. ‘lhe class 
recognized fully the value of foik lore, but was 
merely insisting, as was I, on the use of dis- 
crimination in selecting stories of all kinds, 
taking always into account the trend of their 
suggestion, 

owever, there has been a perfect howl of 
protest throu = the press, and “ Puritanic,”’ 
‘*narrow-minded”’ have been among the mild- 
est terms = = ays We are charged with a desire 
to take away te tful heritage of child- 
hood in depriving them of ‘‘ Brother Rabbit.” 
We had no desire for this newspaper publicity, 
and were not responsible forit. ‘he hundred 
members of the class are ‘‘standing pat,'’ but I 
feel that an expression of your opinion would 
help very much, I shall be very grateful if you 
will give us such an expression fully and 
frankly.—K. E. M. 





You are quite right in your position, al- 





though it is not surprising that your position 





Sold in shops the 
World over,and [i 


Worn by ye Weit 





is not generally understood. I admit that it 
| is not easy to tell what a story will suggest to 
children by interrogating adults as to its 
suggestion to them. Nevertheless, the prac- 
tise of an adult class imagining-the kind of 
“suggestion which @ story would supposably 
present to children is most valuable, inas- 
much as it stimulates the insight of the adult 
toward the discernment of a child’s point of 
view. It is not to be wondered at that the 
old nursery story of Red Riding Hood and 
that Bre’r Rabbit have been fiercely defended 
—the latter especially. Undoubtedly Red 
Riding Hood has wrought mischief to cer- 
tain temperaments. Undoubtedly also upon 
thousands of young children it has no trace- 
able deleterious effects.. The same is true 
of Bre’r Rabbit. Of the two I think Red 
Riding Hood likely to cut deeper into the 
nervous system, and Bre’r Rabbit to twist 
the moral discrimination. In all such dis- 
| cussion it is to be remembered that Bre’r 
| Rabbit, like Robinson Crusoe, and Grimm’s 
| Fairy Tales, is not originally or essentially a 
| story for children, These old folk-tales grow 
| out of an age, and of conditions in life, in 
which the supernatural dominates the adult 
as well as the child mind. 








Bample Pair, Cotton, 25c., Bik, 500.\\ 
Mailed en receipt of price, 






We who have thrown off superstition, and 
have substituted science and matter-of-fact 
for the inscrutable methods of the fairy and 
of the Arabian Nights, look upon these old 





tales as chiidish, and therefore suppose them 





Famous Pipe Organ 
For Sale 


The Hilbourne L. Roosevelt 
Presbyterian Church, 42nd St.,N. 
at hewrnd prior. to ‘d mantling church edifice. 
_—- id en in excellent condition; 3 
ing stops. $2500. as it stands 
a = quick buyer. 
For information apply to Pipe Organ Dept. 
THe ABORIAN COMPANY 
ifth Avenue, New York 


+, must be sold 








in the West 


all to have been made for children and there- 
fore peculiarly adapted to children’s reading. 
To a certain extent this is true, since chil- 
dren and primitive man revel in forces of 
fancy. But none the less they were not 
oviginally constructed for children; they 
grew; and adults ought to show selective 
discrimination in giving them to children, 
Robinson Crusoe originally was not a child’s 
; book, In its full form much of it is virtually 

unreadable to a young child. But with these 
parts omitted the story has in it that which is 
all-absorbing to a young reader. It is the 





great epic of self-activity. I mention this 
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merely because Robinson Crusoe is univer- 
sally catalogued among children’s books. To 
go back to the original question then, I 
would say that severe discrimination ought 
to be shown in giving to children nursery 
rhymes, and folklore, and fairy tales. The 
reasons for this discrimination are as the cor- 
respondent has held—they are followed by 
| either wholesome or unwholesome physical, 








mental, and moral effects, according to their | 
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makeup and the makeup of the child. 








When answering <advertisenients, 


please 
mention The ——— School Times. 
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ue, and in connection said that the law of | 6 


ideals’ are created, and frequently the will stirred 
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“And you must 
take Sanatogen regularly for 


severai 


HIS urgent advice is given by physicians day by day 
in every civilized land—wherever sufferers from 
starved nerves and poor digestion seek relief. There 

Physicians know that Sanatogen is a 

substance capable of supplying the real needs of a starved, 

overwrought nervous system—that it is a scientific combi- 
nation of albumen and organic phosphorus—a compound 


is a reason for this. 


weeks ” 


The distinguished 

naturalist and au- 
thor, ners, 

“I am re I have 

been greatly "Renedied ‘t 


fifty per cent better ~| 
it was one year an 
my mind aad strength are 
much improved." 


eagerly absorbed by the hungry tissues and possessing 3 


unique tonic and reconstructive qualities. 


They also know 4 


from their own observation what Sanatogen has done for 


others. 


They have watched its revivifying action on per- 
sons whose nervous strength had been undermined by over- 
work, worry or disease, they have observed howit has infused 
renewed energy, life and elasticity into starved nerves, 
how it has regenerated the appetite, digestion, in short, how 
wonderfully it has helped to make the human machinery 


Lady Henry 
Somerset 


the prominent social 
reform advocate, 
" writes : 


.  Nemeseiia undoubt- 
ly restores sleep, in- 


vi ae the pond ond 


patient 
fit to perform its functions inthe most perfect manner: - peat. T 1 V have watched 


‘nervous systems have 


There are on file with the owners of Sanatogen no less than 15,000 teen entirely under- 


letters from practising physicians praising, endorsing, Sanatogen. on Ihave proved 
Truly, a magnificent monument to the value of this food-tonic. pe ayubd 
But no less impressive is the enthusiastic testimony of patients them- 
selves. Men and women in the forefront of human endeavor, states- z 
men, prelates, authors, lawyers, have written above their own sig- 
natures of the wonderful benefits received from Sanatogen. 

His Excellency 
We ask you to get acquainted with Sanat Investigate our vd 
claims first, if you ks. ibd we ace euly tan ina to bane we you do so. Ask Prof. Dr. Von 
your doctor any case © at once for our book “Qur Leyden 
Nerves of To-morrow,” the work of a a, » written in an ab- Director First Medi- 
sorbingly inte: style, beautifully illustrated facts and cal Chnic, Berlin Uni- 
| ego cel of interest to you. book also contains evidence of versity, writes : 


the value of Sanatogen which 


The Bauer Chemical Company, ey Faye 


is as remarkable as it is conclusive. 
Sanatogen is sold in three sizes, $1.00, $1.90, $3.60 
Get it from your druggist—if not obtainable fram him, write 


** T have gladly ané fre- 
quently prescribed Sana- 
togen in cases of delicate 
patients, in my clinical as 
well as my private prac- 
tice, and am_ extremely 
satisfied with the 
sults,” 


Everett Buildin 


re- 








PENNINGTON SEMINARY 


SCHOOL FOR BOYS 


PENNINGTON, N. J. 


An Institution with a Brilliant History of 4 years 
of Uninterrupted bs iar The Alunini Roster one 
tains Governors, U. 
Judges, Eminent Cle and Successful Business 

en. Your Bo Clee prepared for any College 
in the land. Our certificates accepted by Best 
Institutions. Religious work Director. Splendid 
course in Bible. 





yom = a of Students at 


school’s expense to New York, Philadelphia, and 
Washington. Physical Director. Splendid Athletic 
Record. - Fine field. Limited Junior Department 


under Military Discipline dents are now Regis- 
tering. - Rates $400 to $500 per year. Address, 
FRANK MacDANIEL, Head Master 
Box O, Pennington, N. J 


STAMMERING 


CURED TO STAY CURED by the REED METHOD 


Most complete, systematic and successful methcd ever 
devised. ientific and educational course of instruc- 
tion. Natural Speech Taught, No beating time, 
drawling or other tricks. Endorsed by away. Spe- 
cial summer classes for children. Trial week free. 








Address Reed School, 365 Hubbard Avenue, Detroit, Mich. 
BLAIR ACADEMY rew sexsev 


64th year. Prepares for any American College. Campus 
rooacres. Thorough equipment ; liberal endowment 
justifies low rate of x pens September Ay 
JOHN C. SHARPE, D.D., Principal, P. 0. Box E. 








ae SAA I 
Your Money 
Back on 
Demand at Any Time 


Money invested with this Company is 
abundantly s-cured by first mortgages on 
improved real state, 





It earns interest at the rate of 5 per cent 
for every day it is in our hands. 


And it may be withdrawn on demand, 
at any time without notice. 


Where can you find a more thoroughly 
desirable investment ? 


This Company has been in business 
more than 15 years. It has never been ‘a 
day late in payment of either interest or 
principal. 


The ‘‘5 Per cent Safety '’ book tells 
all‘ about it—write for it to-day. 


THE CALVERT MORTGAGE & DEPOSIT Co. 
1064 Calvert Building, Baltimore, Md. 


LEELA ROMANE LENSE CRN Reet 4 
NUTSHets. BOSTON GUIDE. Unique. Boston 


id and new orrect, concise, convenient to 
carry. The Nutshell includes leading philanthropies 
and Cay church Directory. 6 hen yd — ™ ame 
glues ell Boston is the best gu guide boo 

Sen cents as os to HELL SEEING 
BOSTON CO » Back'Bay P. 0., Boston 











